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From A. S. Malik

‘We in Pakistan must have realised
that we carry no weight with inter- |
" national public opinion. Even the
opinion of the entire Muslim

“ummah” is not given any consider-
ation. A glaring exampie s the re-
cent OIC foreign minister's confer-
ence in Karachi in which noise was
generated but the world at large did
nol Lake any notice of it

Muslims are being massacred
methodically in the name of ethnic
cleansing. An entire race calling
themselves Muslims are on the
verge of extinction.

The world is watching passively,
some even approvingly, but the

Muslim “ummah” helplessly. Could
there be a greater catastrophe for
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Lel us start immediately. Will re-

ligious leaders urgently guide the
masses in this noble cause for the

belzaguered Muslims of Bosnia-
Herzegovina? Will our political
leaders and their followers join ev-
eryone in prayers?

islamabad
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Muslim
Dilemma

In the article Standing of the

Crossroads (Herald February '93)
Arun Chacko has very effectively
highlighted the phght of indian
Musums in the Hindu dominated
Indian scciety. The failure to
assimilate and the lack ol a
competitive urge has, over a period
of years, reduced an overwhelming
majority of Moshms to a hopelessly
low slatus in terms of the social and
economic ‘nfluence wielded by
them. Tnday, the Muslims in India
need meTe leaders like Sir Syed
Avmed Khan rather than those like
imam Bukhari of the Jamia Masijid
fame, to lead the way to eventual
Muslim emancipation, ensuring that
incide.ts like: the Babri mosque
demollion are not repeated.
The destruction of the Babn
Masiid by Hincu fuindamea, dansts,
with the conmivance of Indian
pohtic:ans, needs (o be condemned
at all lorums. Bul a little soul
searchung 1s required on our part as
well. The Musims have a long history
of failing to condemn the destruction
of mmnonty places of worship by
Muslim fundamenrtaiists. Thrs hardly
allows us to vocderously criticise
s+ular acts when perpetrated by a

breed of wr.? ' mentalists living
across the border. u w2 wilth the
Muslims that the misuse of (e i
for political ends was inmtiated.
Fundamenlalist groups in Pakistan
have deslroyed several Ahmaai,
Zikri, Chrnistian and Hindu places of
worship over the last several years.
3ut our governmenl simply looked
the otner way and did not have the
cour... = 1o stand up against the
wave D ret..ous -ans licism
sSweeping the country These
incidents were apparently laken
note of by Hindu fund>menlalists in
Iindia. They had only to act on the
same lines. It s nol only Mushinm
fundamenlalists in Pakistan who can
gel away with desecraling places of
worship. We should not be selective
in condemning these aclts.

Like all dynamic nations, we
shw il learn from this tragedy and
lead the “»av in showing the world

the true *ace of Islam as a re.. yjon of
peace. We should not only
guarantee our citizens freedom of
speech and faith, but also take
appropnate measures to ensure that
no piace of worship, irrespective of
its affiliation, is ever des«crated in
our country.

Masood .. Bhatty
Karach
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Car for disabled

ALTHOUGH numerous letters| cent cost of cars was borne by the
have been written to the Prime| disabled persons from their own

Minister with request to revive the
above scheme in order 1o facilitate

the disabled, so far it has not
yielded any results.

However, 1 would like to quote
from the Trade Policy 1991-92 the

grounds on the basis of which the
scheme of duty-free car for dis-
abled persons was discontinued:

“The scheme 15 prone o misuse
for the following reasons: -

1- Substantial monetary benefits
are involved in the duty-free
import of cars under the scheme.

2- The car can be driven by nor-
mal person without making any
change in it. b

3- Gadgets meant for disabled
persans can be easily replaced by
normal gadgets.

4- There i1s no svstem to check
whether the car is being used by
the disabled persons who actually
import it. :

5- Because of no upper limit on
the income, the persons who can
afford chauffeur-driven cars are

cial soundness

persons scheme mav have been

SOUrces.

2. The value of vehicles imported
under the Prime Minister’s Scheme
involves billions of rupees with the

number ol vehicles running in
thuusands as against the value of
cars imported under disabled per-
sons scheme involved millions only
and thar also was met by the impor-
ters and only a few hundred vehi.
cles were imported since March
1979.

3- 'he import under disabled per-
sons scheme was allowed after
goung through a series of procedure
i.e. obtaining medical certiflicate
fvom civil surgeon, proving finan-
to0 f[inance the

import and maintain the car and

finally appearing in person before
a medical board to prove the dis-
abilitv. Although for import under
Prime Minister’s Scheme only 10

per cent cost of the car is required,
the rest is automaticaly complied.

4- The misuse against disabled

also making use of the facility.

Various proposals to minimise
the misuse of this scheme such as

charging half ol the prevailing
customs duty; restricting benetit of
the scheme to civil servants of BPS-
17 and above and all commissioned

officers of Pakistan Armed Forces.
increasing the limir of annual

assessed income, raising the eligi-
bility period for import of second

car and prescribing special number

very negligible in proportion to the
mumber of cars imported under
Iransport scheme: U Transport
scheme. In spite of 1S misuse.
could be continued indefinitely,
one fauds to understand why the

scheme tor the benefit of disabled
persons could not be continued.

Moreover, it 15 an established
tact that the faclity to import
under disabled persons scheme
was of immense importance and

workable.

scheme.

scheme mav be discontinued.”™

In addition to above grounds [or
discontinuation of the scheme, the
trade policy also gave the statistics
of the number of cars imported
under the Scheme. Accordingly the

number of cars imparted under the

scheme increased trom 92 in 1986-
B7 (value Rs. 8.211 milhon) to 188
in 1990-91 ( Julv-Mav) valued at Rs
31.76 mallion.

Now, tn order to compare the
above scheme with the Prime
Minister's Transport Scheme, |

would like to know and understand
the following:- |

1- Vehicles under Prime Minis.-
ter's scheme are imported against
only 10 per cent payment and the
balance 90 per cent of the cost Is
financed by banks, whereas 100 per

e

plates for such cars mav also not be

In view of the abuve, car dealers
have also entered into this arena
exploiting the scheme resulting
INto IS FrAmMpant misuse, moreover.
the misuse is likely to rise further
due to increased awareness of the

It is, therefore. proposed that the

benefit for disabled persons like
me. It did help the handicapped
people to overcome their drawback
and created confidence in them to
move around on their job and 1o
attend the need of their family hke

any normal person.

The discontinuation of the
stheme affected their confidence.
In mv particular case, when 1 was
not allowed to import a second ca:
after using the first one for eight

vears. | bought a reconditioned car
{automatic) from the market. Since

the dayv | bought the car | have been

spending 4 lot on its maintenance
not to mention. looking for help on
the road side in case of anv break-
down. Had I been allowed a dutv-
iree car also for the second time. |
would not have to face anv prob-
lems.

In view of the above | request the

authorities torevive the scheme for
the disabled persons and, if possi-
ble. allow it on the basis of the
Prime Minister's Transport
Scheme.

HABIR SULTAN
harachs

DAWN SUNDAY, JUNE 20, 1993
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