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It has now become a standard

practice for school authorities to
mis-treat young students,
| had the misfortune of admitting

my =0n in a school in Dhorajee. The
school claims to be progressive, but
it should be called oppressive.

—A single examination form
costs Rs. 100/-, |

—3choo! buillding fund is
charged in the fees bill from the stu-
dents.

—If the fees up to July 1993 are
not paid by 15th May 1893, a late
fee of Ks. 1 00/- is levied.

—The students are threatened
that they will not be allowed to ap-
pear in their examination or their re-
port card will not be given to them if
they do not donate money for the
school party.

—A sum of Rs. 60-100 was
charged (rom each student to hold a
‘mela”.

—In times of distress. the child is
nol allowed a single telephone call to
his parents. A couple of times |

picked up my son from school at 3
pm as his school bus did not turn up.

He was hungry, thirsty and sitting in
the heat.

One day some children were late
to join their classes after the break.
The principle’s wife brutally hacked
off the children's hair with scissors,
making them look horrible. These
children had to have their heads
shaved off the next day and then
they became the butt of their class
mates’ jokes.

It was terrible for my son whose
birthday was only three days later.
He loved his hair so he refused to
celebrate his birthday, which he
spent weeping.

- Now | have recefved a new circu-
lar from the school informing the
parents of their new policy. The par-
ents will have to purchase books
rom the school. They will pay for
them but will not be given the books.

instead the school authorities will

keep them in their custody and if
and when required, the child will be

issued those books which he or she
will have to return after some days.
At the end of the year the school ag-
thorities will keep these books and
use them the next year for fresh sto-
dents.

It is ironical how, on the one
hand, the school suthorities pretend
to be s0 concerned about a student's
well being that they do not want him
to carry a heavy bag, but on the
other hand they do not allow him to
make a single telephone call, when
he desperately needs to contact his

IE :

parents.
Karachi

The News International, Saturday, June 19, 199¢
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FOR months on end, millionz of
people around the world have lived

with the horrifying tragedy of the
Bosnian Muslims. People have

watched, helplessly, as a few who
deemed themselves capable,
mouthed endless words in front of

-ameras, made peace plans which
the whole world knew would not

and the Holocaust. Delaying ractics
continued and still continue 1n the

face of unmitigated horror and
cruelty.,

The hope of lifting the arms

embargo on the Bosnian Muslims
' was squashed because 1t was
thought that it would prolong the
war. Has it ended? The Bosman
Mualims are still being mussacred
while th& powers that decide their
fate are -still discussing marters,
misdirecting their energies in
appeasing the oppressors. | com-
mend the few from the U.N. who
have stood firm in the face of
danger and adversity.

The idea of ‘Safe Havens'

reminds one of the reservations in
North America on which the Red

Indians were herded and lefr to
starve and die of disease. In any
case the 'Safe Havens' are not safe
by any means, the Muslims are not
allowed to defend themselves, and
no war crimunals will be tried. My

God, hypocrisy has reached its
all the civic amenities.

U America thinks it s 2 Euro-
pean problem, (and Europe cer-
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" Bosnia: holocaust unabated

reasons, Thev should have left 1 as
an Asian problem. = -

The:, attend a memorial service
for a past Holocaust and allow

another one to continue unabated.
Is that what the New World Orderis |

all about? Is it condonmng ethnic
cleansing without a qualm?

Where are the Mu<lim countries?
Whyv are they watching themr Mus-
lim hrothers perish, without using
her strongest weapon — otl — to
swing the vote in favour of the
oppressed? Have we let ourselves
become immunised against sulfer-
ing and heart-breaking grief,
hecause it ig not in our midst? How
Citllous can one Decome!

Thé opprested” Miudlims of thil!
world cannot win, whichever way
they turn, because they are not
allowed to win, that has been made
crystal clear. All their struggles
and appeals go in vain, The West
has replaced its fear of Com-
munism with Islam, without really
knowing the true Iskam. [r is a relig-
ion ol peuace. S0 the West never
really goes into action for the Mus-
lims.

In the name of God, let the Mus-
lim nations stretch out a helping
hand to each other. Let us
bevond personal politics and unige.
In unity lies strength. We chin
together heélp and uplift all the

vppressed Muslims of this worid.
Let us encompass the world with
peace and love for our fellow
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