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I HAVI recently returned from
the USA, after a two-year stay
there in connection with advanced
studius.

Among the many things |
nbserved about the lifestyle of the
affluent American society and the
average Americans was the vory
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PHYSICS has given us the con-

capt of strong and weak forces
which exist in the sub-atomic

world. According to this concept
particles can be grouped into four
categories based on the strength of
the force that tney carry. The
interplay of these forces deter-
mines the stability of matter and
that of our cosmos.

In a simila. way the stability of
nations is also determined by mul-
tiple forces, same weak and some

strong. It will need a lot of research
and study to dentify all these
forces. But a cursory observation
indicates that ethnicity is a strong
force and ideology @ncluding relig-

ion) a relatively weak force. When

there 15 no conflict between the

two, the situation remains stable.
When there is conflict, then ethnic-

ity ='.nos<t always prevails over
ideology or religion. There are
ample examples of this in history.
The two world wars were fought
between nations professing the
same religion ie. Christianity.
Similarly very bitter conflicts have
occurred between Arabs and
Turks, Persians and Arabs and a
civil war is at present raging bet-
~een ethnic Afghans. In all these
cases the stiwnZ frmce (ethdicity)
has prevailed over the weak ton ce
(religion). Some nmes< ethnicity
and religion combine to achieve
the same goal. Such a combination
occurred during the rime of

individual.

groups together in times of stress,

as nature places greater emphasis

on survival of the group tha of tha
Such' instinctive

behaviour is not a reflection of
intelligence in any way. Germany
has produced some of the greatest

philosophers and scientists and yet.
their anti-semitic passions were 30

easily aroused by Hitler, Ideology,

n the other hand, is a product of
our conscious mind and it does not
have as great a hold on our emo-
tions as ethnicity does. On occa-
sions, when ideology |has
triumphed over ethnicity, its
triumph has been short-lived e.g.

Communism in the USSR and
Yugoslavia. Karl Marx's clarion

call to workers of the world to

unite, was an attempt to rise above

ethnicity. Inreality a futile attempt
and based on over-optimistic view
of human nature.

The politicians, realising the
ethnicity is a strong force, have
used it in their bid for power with
great success, but with disastrous
consequences to multi-ethnic
nations. India is particularly wvul-
nerable to ethnic pressures, in con-
trast to countries like China and
Japan which are ethnically more
homogenous. In Pakistan the
ethn.c vard was first played by
Shaikh Mujibur Rahman and led ro
the division of the country. Unfor-

tunately, the temptation to use this
card has grown again because of

crusades leading to one of the
longest wars in the Qhistory of man-
kind. To some extent such a combi-
nation exisis in the present Rosnian
conflict.

Why is ethnicity a strong force? |
think the reason is biological
Ethnicity is a primitive instinct
deeply embedded in our sub-con-
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high rate of heart discdases among

them.
In Fict, statistics relared o this

dhiseaat 1n A aluquiu:* alarme-
ne. When | further delved into Lhe

subject.l found that the main cause
of heart disease was high choles-
terol levels in the body, caused as a
result of rich food intake and other

the political uncertainties which
exist at present. I hope our politi-
cians realise that once the ethnic
card 1s played there is no going
hack and the weaker force (relig-
ion) will not be able to hald the
nation together, as; history has
already shown in the case of East

: Lt k. o3 scious. It is likely that our cave Pakistan.
factors such a5 sinoking and lack o . - },J':- vy £ i Fﬂ dwelling ancestors acquired ganes VIQAR ZAMAN
i 7 / 4 which autom ally drew ethnic Karach
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done in Pakistan to study this prob-
lem and nip it in the bud. | have nol

come across iny statistics concern-
ing the incidence of heart disease
in this country. But [ am sure the
concerned people are working on
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Association or the Ministry of
I Health can look into this martter
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and do something to arrest the
problem before it gets out of hand.
For all vou know, it may already
have!

SALEEM AHMED
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? 1 3-year-old Mushm . |
was at ground zero |
| of Serbian massacre

(o] )

TUZLA, Bossia — Admir Mujic is
a scrawny kid who can barely lift a
rifle, bul he has seen as much death
and misery as front-line soldiers.
His mother was shot by Serb neigh-
bors as she f&d her cows. When a
notorious band of fighters from Ser-
bia, the “Arkamovci,” began terroriz-
ing his Muslim wl]ag& Admir fled

for the hills He trekked to Srebren-
ica, which became the target of a

Serb mﬂ conditions turned

more |

Admur shared a room with nine
other Musiims and nearly starved.
He stayed alive by going out at night

Inri fighting for dropped from
the sky &y American airplanes. He
saw Rill each other as they

SW lihe ate ants, over

“Everyome was [ighting — chil-
dren. women and grown men.” -Ad-
mir sssd  “obuody cared about being
shol by ihe Serls. They were near,
but we were o hungry to pay
attenlion to thal"

“That's the-meer half of his story.
[¢4s todd from Admir's hospital bed
in a Muslim stronghold. The
beds are crammed next to each
othgr in the small room — one for
Admir, nursing 2 badly injured hand.
the fowr others for soldiers who have
lost begs or arms, or had their chests
open by Serb shells. The air
smells of sickness and cigarettes.

Admir is 13. 2 brown-haired sixth-
who has weathered his ordeal

ter than many adults might have
He is streetwise yet charming, and
as he chatters about his ups and
downs, Il seems as though he is
describing a fast-paced action movie
he has watched or recounting a
fantasy he has dreamed up.

But it is real, and when he talks,
even the soldiers next to him turn
silent and listen.

Srebrenica bas faced daily attacks
from the Serls who are besieging it
and tmnhq A at will. Two weeks
the Serbs plastered the crowded
center wilh salvo after salvo of
mortar shells. About 56 people were
killed, many of them children who

were o0 a2 plaving field.
“The [irst b fell at a distance,”

Admir said. “The people who were
more ex d ran for cover. But

| didn't the next bomb
fell. it tnmkdme into the air. I

didn't know | was wounded until I
looked at my hand. It was all |
bloody

Only in Bosnia could he be consid-
ered nﬂe of the lucky ones. Bits of

e ————— i e il T T

Uk g ot B g

searing hot shrapnel had shredded
his right hand and torn into his back
and legs, but he was still alive. Not I
the others around him. He was at |

ground zero of one of the worst
civilian massacres in Bosnia's war.

1 saw people without legs. or with

legs but no stomach.” Admir said. ]
saw brains blown out, jaws blown

out.” He motioned to his waist. "1
saw a body from here, and from.

upward, m}thmg There were ]:IEﬂpIE
without heads.”

Admir crawled for cover under a
stairwell. When the shelling stopped.
ne walked to the hospital, where
tractors were pulling up, full of
bodies. To be seriously injur
Srebrenica 1s almost a death sef-
tence, because the town has only one

surgeon, little medicine and few
bandages. |

Admir was stitched together. A

day later, for the first time in a vear.
he had a bit of luck. A U.N. food

conyoy had arrived in the town, and | J
the empty trucks were evacuating l
women. children and old people. A

U.N. soldier heaved Admir aboard |
one of the trucks, stuffed full of other

Mushims desperate to get out of a [
town on the edge of extinction. |

It was not vet time to celebrate ‘

The white trucks with big “UN" |
letters on their sides were headed 10

Tuzla, a Muslim city. but they had to
traverse Serb territory. Serb leaders
had agreed to this because thev

wanted to empty the town and cap-
ture it.

Admir 1s an honest kid. and he
admits he was often scared in the

past year. He admits running into his
nouse in his village when the "Arka-
novcl drove past and pointed
guns at him. He hid under furniture
And he admits to being scared about
dving of hunger in Srebrenica. But
nothing was worse than the trip to

Tuzla. |

Admir's convoy. like those before )
It and those after it, was attacked by i

serb civilians who lined the route It
is a Bosnian irony that a drive to

safety is so terrifying. “The Serbs |

were shouting at us, thruwmg rocks.
cursing us,” he said. "I cried. |

thought they would take me out and
Kill me.”

But thev didn't. Admir remembers
that just a year ago he sat next to a
Serb boy in his village school. and
that they were the best of {gi#nd.
Admir wants (o return to rﬁﬂl*
lage, return (o his home ar :

he

school, but he doesn 't want Lo §it next
1o that Serb boy or live with Serbs.

“Never again” he says. shakmg his
head. “Never.”

,I
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