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The President speaks

n an exclusive interview with this newspaper,
President Ghulam Ishaq Khan said on Thursday
that he was willing to meet Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif and that “whenever he calls, I will receive
him with open arms”. He also said that he had never set any
pre-conditions for burying the hatchet with Mr Sharif, be-
cause “the President and the Prime Minister are both inte-
Zral parts of the system and they could not do without each
other”. With regard to the Supreme Court's judgement,
which struck down his order to dissolve the National As-

sembly, President Ishaq said, “the dissolution is behind us,”
and that "it should not come in the way of normal rela-
tions”. He pointed out that other than the fact that since the
restoration of the Assembly he and the Prime Minister had
not met, it was business as usual. “The Prime Minister Sec-
retaniat sent me the proposal for the present session of the
National Assembly, which | duly endorsed. Again, when I re-
ceived the summary for the appointment of an Acting Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court during the absence of the
Chief Justice of Pakistan, I readily approved it.”

The President was, however, firm on his stand on the

Eighth Amendment, which he said could only be repealed
through the procedure laid down in the Constitution. He
was categoric in stating that for as long as he was the Pres-
ident he will defend the Constitution and will not tolerate
any “irregularities and corruption.”

The President has spoken at a time when an impression
has gained ground that after the Assembly's restoration, the
continuing clash between occupants of the country’s two
top offices is serously affecting the functioning of the po-
litical system. Government supporters ofcourse readily pin
the blame for the existing political chaos on the President,
who they say has taken the path of revenge. The President,
oy showing his unqualified willingness to work with the
Prime Minister, has sought to dispel this impression. Infact
his remarks are meant to indicate that he has no problem
co-existing with them. This has also thrown the ball in the
government's court; they now have to respond one way or
the other to the President’s remarks, at the very least to
test how serious his offer of co-habitation is.

Another important point the President made in his in-
terview concerns his role in the post-restoration period.
Since the dissolution order was struck down by the highest
court of the land, the President has faced a barrage of crit-
icism from different quarters. Moreover, many in the gov-
“ernment' ¢amp have ‘started to discount the office of the
President, 38 an important, integral part of the existing po-
litical dispensation. A stickler for constitutional nuances,
(hulam Ishaq Khan has made it plain that for as long as the
present constitution remains in force, the President is an

important part of the political system and has certain spe-
cific functions to perform and a role to play.

The News International, Saturday, June 19, 1993
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