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Crime on the rise

WITH 29 car-owners dep-
rived of their vehicles at gun
point within two days, the
Karachiites cannot be said to
have had a very festive Eid. In
the preceding week, too, there
had been a sudden spurt in
crime. Within a span of 48
hours, there were reports of the
theft of 15 vehicles, 18 armed
rocbberies and the cold-blooded
murder of a woman who
attempted to resist the snatch-
ing of her car by four armed

better of the law enforcers.
What i1s worse, instances of
apparent unwillingness of the
police to come to the aid of vic-
tims of hold-ups or robberies
have been frequent and con-

tinue to undermine the citi
zens’ confidence in the integ
rity, will or the capacity of the
law enforcement agencies.
Many cases of crime go unre-

ported because the victims
apprehend harassment by the

concerned ' peliog, oificials

sitle

persons while she was driving
to the airport. Displaying
extraordinary courage, a
middleclass housewife used

her husband’s revolver to chal-

lenge armed robbers who had
broken into her home in the

middle of the mght; she
managed to kill one of them but
was herself gunned down when

the other intruders fired back.
This sort of lawlessness is once
again becoming a part of life in
Karachi. Despite intensive pat-
rolling by the police and the
Operation Clean-up, which is
now in its second year, the law
and order situation continues
to deteriorate. In tact, condi-
[10NS appear o De WOorse now
than what they were a year ago.
Reports lodged with the police
in the month of May revealed
an increase of 25 per cent in
vehicle thefis over the corres-
ponding month last year. Simi-
larly, armed hold-ups and rob-
beries registered an upward
swing. A ramdom survey of

reports appearing in the Press
in the second half of May indi-
cated a most disquieting state
of affairs: 14 cases of robbery

on May 17 alone, eight the fol-
lowing day, and a bank broken

into during the night and s
strong-room cleaned out. In an

incredible instance, an armed
gang defiantly rammed thelr
car into the jeep of a police off1-
cial who tried to intercept
them, and went on to burgle the
house of a widow.

This is not to suggest, how-
ever, that the authorities have
been entirely callous or unres-
ponsive. There was the timely
actionon May 29 when a mobile
police patrol thwarted the
hijacking of a bus and looting
of its passengers near the
Pakistan Steel township. The
police raid on a dacoits' den led
to the arrest of the gang leader
and recovery of a substanual
guantity of stolen property.
The CIA (¢crime investigation
agency ), Karachi. reporied the
recovery of 30 stolen cars
which had been removed to
various places upcouniry. A

gang which specialised in loot-

ing jewellers' shop was tracked
down and rounded up. On
balance, however, the crimi-
nals appear to be getting the

Which also suggests a p
link between the criminals and
the law-keepers in many cases.

Occasionally, senior police offi-
cials trv to discipline the errant

members of their force. But the
truth is that @ demotion here, a
suspension there or a transfer
elsewhere simplv does not have
the necessary chastening
effect. Nothing short of a

thorough shake-up of the police
set-up.  including esemplary
punishment for derehiction of
duty, serious lapses or collu-
sion with criminal elemenis
would do. In particular, the
high-ups in the set-up must be
held accountable tor failure to
stem the rising tide of crime 1n
Karachi.

The people of Karachi, as
elsewhere in Sindh, deserve to
feel more secure than they do
now. The Sindh Operational
Committee, which includes the
Chief Minister and the Corps
Commander, was sel up toover-
see the progress of the OUpera-
tton Clean-up.
rently not met tor several
months. The contimuing poli-
cal uncertainty in the province
mav have been one reason, But
even that 1s a poor explanation

It has appa-.

for apathy and inaction in the
face of a downhill slide in the
crime situation in Karaclu. The
condition in the internor of
Sindh is by and large reassur-
ing. But the people of Karachi
are beginning to dread d
relapse into the situation of
1990-91 when terrur, violence
and insecurity had made life a
living mghimare. Brave words
of assurance uttered by the
Chief Minister vr other high-

ups cannot create the requisite
trust and confidence in the

administration’s will and abi
ity o improve the situatior
unless they are matched b
action. Going by the experi
ence so far, the armv-led Oper
ation Clean-up, which was
meant Lo stamp out crime and
lawlessness in Sindh, has not

exactly been a resounding suc-

cess. Only when the lowhiest in
society feel that

and order with a firm hand.

=5 e B
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their hife.
honour and property are secure
can one sayv that the gouvern-
ment Is minding its priomary
duty — that of maintaining law
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