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'Inspired’ criticism?

[ | he manner in which the Western media has been
| | quick to point an accusing finger at Pakistani peace-
I | keeping forces in Somalia is a sad reminder that even
| when Pakistan operates under the aegis of the United
Nations, we are still seen as a nation of warmongers. At least 20

Somalis, including women and children, were reportedly killed
when UN troops from Pakistan became involved in & gun battle
with Somalis. The Western media has described the incident as
an act of revenge following the killing of 23 Pakistanis in a clash
with (zeneral Mohammed Farah Aideed's troops last week, de-
spite statements from the United Nations that Aideed's men were
using women and children as human shields to move against the
mﬁdepmﬂﬂm.mm.hmmmmgﬂm
Emmemsmmmﬁeuﬂmwdmmm
Aideed’s men initiated firing from a neighbouring roof
and drew the /N troops into the fire fight. 5
One wonders if a controversy of this nature would have arisen
had the UN troops not been Pakistani. After all, American air
forces, also operating under the UN mandate, killed nine Soma-
lis the same day in air strikes. But the blaze of publicity sur-
rounds the Pakistani troops on the ground. Newspapers have
taken pains to point out, in large headlines, the fact that the
troops involved in the incident were Pakistani. Even France and
Italy have voiced criticism of the incident. But US Army Lt.

Colonel Kelvin McGovern openly accused Aideed of using
women and children as human shields and further accused

Aideed’s men of mutilating Pakistani soldiers during last week's

Only a week ago, Pakistani troops were being seen as heroes,
laying down their lives in a distant land for the mission of the
United Nations. Today, they are being accused of indiscipline and
Mdiﬂﬂpmmﬂngnfmﬂhm.WhﬂehstMFhratheed

famines in modern history where hundreds died of starvation
every day. This man is not a hero.

Aldeed wants the UN out of his country so he can once again
run the portions he controls as his personal fiefdom. By target-
ing the Pakistanis, he hopes for a groundswell of public demands
for a UN withdrawal from Somalia. There are reports that he
spent several years in India, first as the Somali ambassador and
later on his own after which he went to Ethiopia, where he raised
funds for his private army and kept in touch with Indian officers.
Given that New Delhi is so anxious to have Pakistan labelled a
termﬂststaie.itneechnngrﬁtsh'etchufhmghmﬁmmm
late whether there is a connection between New Delhi's cam-
paign to discredit Pakistan internationally and Aideed's diatribe
against Pakistan,

Fakistani troops are doing a difficult job under trying cir-
cumstances in Somalia. They are there under the UN mandate to
help restore order and save Somalia from its warlords. At this
critical stage, they need public support not criticism, based on
the statements of a man who has proved himself an enemy of his
own people.

Pakistan must and will continue to participate in United Na-
tions peacekeeping operations in the future. But next time round,
Pakistan should consider where it is sending its troops. It is not
a pleasant sight to see troops from Pakistan engaging fellow
Muslims, after the Americans enjoyed the image of humanitar-
ian saints in Mogadishu. After all, Western nations are refusing to
send troops into a no-win situation in Bosnia because primarily
they do not want to end up targeting their own co-religionists.
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