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Salam: excluding our best

Cr. Abdus Salam, the renowned  ential treatment.
Pakistanl physicist, has been reported as Our gratitude to this man must
having fallen victim to a neurological dis- surely be inforn.ed by a profound sense of

order. Conflined to a wheel-chair, he con- shame. Instead of taking pride in his phe-
tinues to reside in Italy, broken, dispirited nomenal achlevements and acknowledging
and well away ‘rom the nation that chose his services to the cause of the advance-
to make him a target of ita bigotry and ment of science In our country, we cate-

indifference. Here Is a man who is re-  gorised him as a non-Muslim ‘Ahmadl’,

> o b J,jh‘
M 1 e | 2ogl 2
I:q/i:-{:f:.—f".-’ fugjt-f:ﬂ'_fﬁ"::"/é

Blil‘f:-"ﬂ Ih“' t:llt of the ﬂl:ﬂt I:::ﬂlﬂﬂﬂ pushing him into turn his back on us. Ly ot
min at the current century seen. To/ ! e | |
His contribution, as one of the uniflers of )D&t even after settling down elsewhere JD—JJ;‘:"/ ‘Kr 'MP/

and getting international recognition, he ol P oy il
e tormingly Afernt Tondamental  etuvtdto o so, s memmeh e bimns || & EVIS LG oY,

S Dlaee of henour In'ths annals of stodarn it does for us. And the blame for this L.r_‘_u"_;?_’: péﬂ;;;ﬁugu)/%

S8iea. Avast’ froms: ithe < Nobet. Prias. travesty canuot be lald at the door only of g i: . /{’ 13 () BT

which he received In 1979, Salam has won 8 couple of politico-religious groupings : - .
about 20 international awards for his out- which remained in the vanguard of the ;..J:'V U .:’.‘.".'...";--Jg.); 4," prl

standing work. But, while playing his re- campaign against him and en:ured, .
markable role on l’i’lE stage of world scl- among other things, that he was not al- r ‘_'? ﬂ-f-..-UJ I-::-""f’:'-i‘::—' r ..-?, ﬂf;l'_;; f
I e e I 10T

scious of his routs, forever endeavouring country’'s sclence policy. Others gare
to help his country In some way or the equally to be blamed for the politics of ex-

other. Decades ago, he was Instrumental

ence, Salam has remained deeply con- lowed to have any meaningful lnput in the
UﬁJvJﬁa;ﬁVJﬁ;JJIEL%
& - = E
in the setting up of PINSTECH as a high- bre and courage to take & position on his ﬁ; L..J a'""LﬂJy-f/ KUJ..’.::}-
guality research institute, and the space =

behall, The truth of the matter is that we y ” . ‘
agency SUPARCO. Hc has continued,  have made exclusivity into a fine art. As %"Jc,{/fﬁﬂﬁd Al
right up to the present, to bhelp bright but knaves and mediocrities reign supreme, vz & (Sand =) 7 - e -"...-—u‘_ e

needy science students from Pakistan with the best are often designated as belen : -
his Nobel Prize money and, in order to t¢ the wrong religion, sect or .ﬂi::: U"F,r.:--* U/,:E'ﬂ/fd- | S5 2:

encourage research, Instituted an annu- group. If all else fails, a person can be de-
ally awarded prize for ouistanding work. clared as being against the ideology of
For wmany years now his  International Pakistan, and then dispensed with ac-
Centre for Theoretical Physics (ICTP) has cordingly. Whatever else such an ap-
played host to scientists from all over the proach may imply, it is most certainly not
worid; and those from Pakistan, if any- 8 recipe for a pluralist and dyoamic secl-

pediency and for not having the moral fi-
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