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The judgément

and the future

cn oV o 2 #
= |‘ FA
y & majority of ten to one, the Supreme Court has -4 'J',"':‘{}. ¢ F;.
held the President’s act of dissolving the National ol '—"i-{:/"-dﬁ-'f""b’-f #Jl"lé
Assembly on April 18, 1993, to be “without lawful WSO
2 1 authority,” and ordered the restoration of the As- . d/ e
s ik Jg L sembly, the government, and the Cabinet. o /f/ w/:u_’;é:.,ﬂx‘_f:uﬁ
N Ie I The first such judgement of its kind in the country's his- 25 List ',J/ A
5@@{;4&1};}”’3 - mmtﬂﬁnqtmeﬁmmnfaahtﬂemmdtmlurm : ”. ML & -*/:r-/‘&'
< ol L but the vindication of the rule of law. Had such judgements ESPIILE  in TP
: ‘ ¢ = been delivered in the past too, democracy would have been Af." 0-‘(-')/ : £
Jﬁﬂ‘!{w}m{;ﬂ,ﬁf}; much stronger. With this a nineteen day battle in the courts Ll Y. /_-_"' L-Lf
i . £ 'f has ended. But the effects of the legal judgement have not 4 ﬁ"“—f/ L3 |
/’.f ﬁ-ﬁdﬁ '/ (s u‘g e :Ir;ared away the muddied political waters. There are sev- —’ 5 ? - J/"" Ji"'+
' : ; unanswered questions looming over the political hori- A WO a0
"my)z’wﬁ’r:aﬁff: zon. One is the future relationship between the Prime Min- -J, :-‘f/ﬁ’jj’"’
/ol _J: 2N\ *ﬁ‘{p‘ 77 o5k ister and the President. It is encouraging to note in this 10t %2 [ '
? u:#"f . ﬂf’ T d/ regard President Ishaq's prompt and unambiguous accep- R
'-::"-”r 02 7 g """*"'f/’f_ tance of the Court decision. But on the other hand questions
WL M‘_}Jbﬂ.ﬂﬂk/ also arise about relations between the centre and the
o F )/ provinces since atleast three provinces are headed by lead-
{J/?f)flflcf,ﬁl#‘y'” | ers of rival Muslim League factions who are in a state of de-
)/ &‘;:Zf)’i}“":‘ clared hostility towards Prime Minister Nawaz Sha:if, In par- i
5 ticular the Punjab, deemed as the bastion of power in
J/(VJLL—"L/E,JJKV'H Paﬁsmn,hglethecflarl%:dufnﬂvﬂumppﬂnm.mﬂefam ¥
= - tors cannot be overlooked in any sanguine osis about - - A -
z ‘:;:7—::11 ELB7 < Babicio SIS 1 the COBT, e &WEJ ‘-“f-i’ e
: "o (S A s e Meanwhile, Muslim League faction led by Hamed Nasir e 1 SN S L Jad (1]
L".EH Lﬂﬁhﬂfﬂ{'{"f{’ Chattha, who is a bitter opponent of Mr Sharif, has declared rJ'/uﬁ r":}-ﬂ”;'}} .
Gl p e 5% ey that the war against him has only just begun. Mr Chattha | ) G- 672 T e s
¢ Yo vy has also indicated that components of the former caretaker P .--#L AL Nl
coalition government will work together in a joint anti-gov- . > -
S PRiiy (PFF) rommairs » Gominses Lotviel et LTI Loil
e's a t orce in A :
;:;untry has said mh;t with the Eupreﬂﬁzo Court judgement, ‘-f" J L“'ﬂ*ﬂf"—{: L""_" / —'k(
e political crisis has not ended but deepened. She also had fy
this remark to make about the judicial verdict: * People from ’fﬁqﬂ/é’ﬁ"ﬂaﬂwi
the smaller provinces will ask why the PPP government (’ '.Ld;ér- ” & JiY) ﬁ.g
(elected in 1988 and dismissed in 1990) was not restored p S e G ,
by Euuﬂrtt.é“ All of thesehﬁmems rai;e EEEEHE:.“E marks bz CE‘-../“W JA S
about country's poli future and about Sharif s 9 /9 I*9f
chances of consolidating his newly restored power. 2 jﬁjg)?f/ AT
mﬂ?’eere is little doubt that as the country’s first Prime Min- e JL?.;J ﬁ_"—"ﬁﬁ £ iy
ever to return to power, Mr Sharif has what others have . "
| not had the good fﬂﬂf to dz:ﬂny&s a second chance. The f"’-’""‘é ” o l:?‘?"/' M é
country’s return to stabilit critically on what Mr. A ey | :
oharif does with that frest?rnppf;nﬁtyt Effl; he has held i H'::Uu fd:ru)

out an olive branch to the opposition, asking for their help

U;F _l:‘/ﬂﬂ'ﬁ&'- Ldr S

to strengthen democracy. But as he himself may have dis- -
covered in the past, he will need more than words to elicit ‘)J""széﬂf'fm/cﬂ(%
.W&mmewmhﬂemmﬂdmmmzﬁ s ﬁ!f{}-’k&)’ ﬂ
e tension-ridden environment by substantive gestures o = 01t . A
A I Il'rmfesnd hﬂﬂm sil? il ?ipiﬂt of reconciliation. Above all, the sec- j""‘"ﬁ-"/ -""-i‘;”{*""’ L::;c‘.::
o ond chance should not be frittered away by the temptation J e Sl o] H/
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