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OF late the US has been putting a
lot of pressure on Pakistan that
unless it conforms to 31 certuin
behaviour, it will be declared a ter-
rorist state.

The question arises whether we
need a certification on our
behaviour from the US. Such a cer-
tificate would be a worthwhile

Jocument if the issuing authority
itself had a clean rezord.

Let's look at the USA's past
record to determine whether the
US is fit to issue such a certificate.
Not withstanding its great aversion
for nuclear prulifmlim the US is
the only country in the world to
have dropped nuclear bombs on
innocent Japanese citizens.

While the supply of arms and
ammunition to the freedom fight-

‘,;.-" “..!‘ h—rd-rlf/'ﬁ -Ei'r«,.f ers in Kashmir is considered an act
""r"’ "‘(/"-’ WAt euss AR o St v sa

ammunition to the nfghan Mujahe-
deen. If this is terrorism, then it
f needs to be borne in mind that US
terrorist activities resulred in the
loss of one million Afghan lives
Can a tribunal be constituted that
will look into the violation of
human rights by the former Soviets
and the US terrorist activities in
Afghanistan to identify the crimi-
nals and bring them to book?
The bombing of President Qad-
hali’s place of residence by the US
planes, which resulted in the loss of

life of an innocent little girl besides
other civilians, was the most bar-

baric act committed by a country
that condemns terrorism. The US is
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activities, committed by the US.
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The OIC Foreign Ministers Con-
ference has recently taken upon

‘ ﬂlﬁh‘ authenric and worthwhile?

itself the task of defining terrorism
‘and monitoring the activities of
countries concerned. Can [ suggest
that the OIC monitor the activities

| of not only the OIC countries, but
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Terrorist state: *JS or Pakistan

all the couniries including the US.
The OIC should come out with a
well rescarched document on the
same lines as the ‘Patterns of
Global Terrorism® brought out by
the US government.

The US 1s actually playing a very
clever game. It 1s trying to keep the
pressure on the government of
Pakistar to arrive at a negotiated
settleme.t, in which the US will not

declare Pakistan a terrorist state.
In return. it will be formulating our

foreign, nuclear, imerior and the
Kashmir policies. Yes, we will not

be declared a terrorist state, but at
what cost! 1 would suggest that the
government of Pakistan abandon
the present apologetic attitude and
adopt a bold policy. Is the US ready
to declare us a terrorist state and
lnose leverage on a country that it
has treated like its colony?

Is it just a coincidence that on the
onc hand the US is tryving 10 install

a puppet government in Pakistan,
while on the other, it has offered

help in the political solution of the
Kashmir prolem. My fear is that
after installing such a government,
the US will try and impose a solu-
tion that will not be in the best

interest of the people of Pakistan
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and Kashmir.
I would like to bring to the cogni-

sance ol the leaders and policy
makers in this country th.it the US
spokesman who made e state-

ment oftering help was unable 1o
support the right of self ¢--ermina-
tion for the people of Jammu and
Kashmir. Coming from a country
that i1s the greatest champion of
democracy, this attitude 1s appal-
hing!

Can | take this eopportunity to
appeal to the US government 1o
abandon treating the neople o
Jammu and Kashmir like goats and
sheep. They deserve to be treated
with the same respect and dignity
that is due to other human beings.
The cornerstone of ahy solution to
the Kashmir dispute is the right of
self determunation to its people.
The inability of the US 1o support
that night lor the Kashmiri people
shows jts partisan attitude.

Thus US is therefore un-surrable
to act as a mediator, for the
mediator has to be non-partisan. I
wouuld therefore thank the US for
its offer, but reject it nevertheless.
DR SHAHIDA WIZARAT
Karachi.
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