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former prime minister Nawaz Sharif to desist

'y S : : f [ from iz;su'mg provocative statements on the
I, ‘ | I 1ssue of the dissolution of the National Assem-

ol Lot ““[’fdfi";ﬂ Jies bly since the matter is being heard by the Supreme Court.
a AR ATz e The honourable Chief Justice asked Mr Sharif's counsel
e ] :/" to convey to his client that the Court expected him to “use
| = Ujd-a g{‘- E:tﬁlr aénonunt of restraint in this regard.” He also said

WAy - e Court would have liked to talk to Mr Sharif di-

"'“'L‘ff Lf" /' '/”_iﬂ b{":')"‘d rectly on the matter, but since he was absent, his counsel
dedJ,..;’df/::-J § 4 qJ‘ 3/ f‘;ﬁv/ should convey the message to him.
‘C L;{ gy ‘;.r; P, The Court’s warning is timely and appropriate and
o . et e ovZw to be respected. The dissolution of the National As-
S aadll #_y 5 A~ e tP7 sembly is a sub judice matter, which should not become
3 Sanpits / . &; “ the subject of pubiic speeches or rhetoric. And Mr Sharif,
LT e who is the petitioner, should be all the more careful in his
ayL/ﬁ:’ ; W&fﬂ@*’i utterances on the issue, because these can qualify as an
o % )/ s jji‘ UA . W/ | attempt to influence the Court’s judgement.

b S 7 LV el There is another aspect of the honourable judge’s ob- A / / X
c-‘:—/'-‘-".a'dfh"#'ﬁ"‘ﬁhﬁﬁf' servation which is noteworthy. This is that the issue pend- - I ":-"‘#mw
. # : Llr',/ B Ing before the Court is extremely controversial and out- wotoct t tf P ’(' /./ b lne

.d...fw"./q,-—ﬁ‘c‘ 5y F side the Court emotions are running high. These often ‘TF = s f{' o
4 U o S SO find il héhunr?femmmgg idiom. F*r:r;}r instance, dur- i Ll el 4
= 5 ing some of Mr Sharif's rallies extremely abusive lan: - T
SO brl ol guage has been used against the President, who has been s’ ;/ H@“ﬁ{;:‘?’
y Gyt B a criminal, a traitor and much else besides. This is =JI 2t b 2 A
4 SV Pl U‘/ deeply regretful because slander and abuse against any | :Jj bf/w;/ ;o J': X
PGl i bl Sl 4 2 person, least ofal one occupying the highest offcein the " 02 ) & ¢ C I
Z B S R , cannot be justified on any ground. This point was V], A" " B B Y
v jj.ﬁf 2 &J""’/ <./ g also noted by the honourable chief justice, albeit in a dif- “I"’ij bl i
" ,J?L')/di-jk’d/u){-‘ff . femtr:;f:nteﬁ; ili'h;:ihe asked ht!rﬂfhm'if'scﬂmweltumn- fﬁh’i#ﬁ,’@‘?ﬂd——
i - cen on the legal aspects of the case instead c* oriti- S x:
Lol it 107 %}Jﬁyﬂ ! :Biil:f htth% E;:?ident. Now that the Court has formally e B pr L’i’z" b S
a7 & r Sharif not to make the Assembly's dissolution a . 1
_(';/J*’lq,’-/ c/'_./f: f ol ,_,-fhﬁ / topic of his political speeches, hupefuﬂyl,ysmﬂty will pre- r.{ff_.:,.f’)"'uif..ﬂ%iﬂ_’* 'jfo{
MY i vail o B Pt M g3,
i : - In any case, any political debate or discussion, which ' i 7 Ls
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degenerates into a h6-holds-barred match of mud sling-
ing reflects badly on those engaged in such unhealthy

sport. In this regard it will be pertinent to quote the ex-
|
|
|

ample of the press conference of the federal minister for
Labour and the head of the three member Accountability

Committee, Mr Zahid Sarfaraz. Regardless of what the |
minister said in the press conference, his tone and tenor
Heft a bad taste:in the mouth. The same wasitane of the
‘sermon of a religious leader who lambasted: the previous
government for its failures in extremely unsavoury lan-
guage. This is unbecoming of any leader of stature and
especially one who claims to represent the aspirations of
- the people. Our leaders should learn to hold back their
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