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Worsening crime situation

THE fresh upsurge in the because thisishappeningwhen
crime situation in Karachi isa the troops and rangers still
matter of grave concern. Each maintain a strong presence in
day the newspapers carry a the city mainly to keep the
long list of crime reports which crime situation under control
make alarming reading; most and prevent disorder. But what
of the crimes reported are com- of the police? After all, the
mitted in broad daylight and armed forces cannot be
some even near police stations. expected to remain indefi-
OUne man was killed on Wednes- nitely engaged in a job that is
day by two motorcyclist cash- not theirs; the police will now
snatchers on a busy road in the have to take over the full
city’s main business district responsibility to keep peace,
and in front of a police station. prevent and control crime and
The same day, six more cases of provide safety and security to

robbery were reported from the citizens, there can be no
different parts of the city, in excuse for their failure in this
which one person was killed. To primary duty. If the police
complete the day's tally of force is seen to be inadequate

crimes, nine cars were or inefficient in dealing with
snatched or stolen from diffe- the rising crime rate, there will

rent parts of the city. What be a demand to disband it
makes the sitaution truly dis- altogether and replace it witha

quieting 1s the apparent inabtl- new outfit-that can do the job
ity or unwillingness of the properly.

police to do anything abourt ir.

Which makes the common citi- Indeed, there is an urgent
zen worried and apprehensive need to thoroughly purge the

because, in spite of the fact that police and other departments
crime situation in the city has concerned with law enforce-

been deteriorating for some ment, of elements known to be

tisne, there has been no con- corrupt or inefficient or have
cern or visible efforts on the links with criminal elements or

part of the authorities to arrest are themselves involved iIn
the trend with more bolstered crimes. The government also
law enforcement. s'iould see that the system of

About a year ago, when reportingcrimesto the policeis
dacoits and kidnappers, ram- made less hassle-free and the
paging through the coun- complainant is not subjectedto
trvside, had created wide- harassment or hardship. More
spread scare and Pﬂ“ritf' importantly, cases reported to
the army was called in totackle the police must be expedi-
the alarming crime situation, tiously and properly investi-
people had welcomed the step, Bated, the criminals
and the law and order situation apprehended and punished
did improve perceptibly all and the people be told about
over the province. But a sense the results of their complaints.
of disquiet has begun to set in The rise in crimes in the city
now that an upswing in armed aiso calls for more intensive
robberies, thefts. car-snatch- patrolling during the day and
ings and similar other crimes 1s at night, besides a strengthen-

clearly visible in Karachi. One 1ng of the necessary preventive
may feel particularly dejected and control measures.
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