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Being a founder member of
Human Rights Commission of
Pakistan, 1 would like to avail the
hospitality of your newspaper and
dilate upon a humanitarian issue
regarding the Ahmadiyya com-
munity .

If the history of Pakistan 1s ap-
preciated in its proper perspective
and without any prejudice, this
community has substantially con-
tributed to the creation of this

state. Probably this was one of the
considerations besides others that

led the founder of this country to
appoint Ch. Muhammad Za-
farullah Khan as foreign munister
of Pakistan.

It would be quite germane to
mention here that Ch. Muham-

mad Zafarullah Khan was also
elected president of All India

Muslim League in the year 1931,
The Quaid had reposcd so much

confidence in him that he hunded
over the ‘brief of Mushim Leugue
to him to represent belore the
Boundary Commission in 1947.

He conducted the cgse with
such splendid ability that even his
adversary appearing for Indian
National Congress Sir Sectulwad
admired his fine performance.
The press of Pakistan praiscd him
in vﬂrﬁ high terms. .

A high powered commission of

Inquiry constituted in 1933, con-
sisting of the then chiel justice

Muhammad Munir who was also
one of the members ol the

Boundary Commission and  an
eminent judge Mr. ML, Rayum
aid Ch. Muhammad Zafarullah
nan glowing tributes lor his very
able advocacy ul the Pakistan case
before the Boundary Commission.
Then the Quaid sent Ch, Za-

farullah Khan to the United Na-
tions to represenlt the couniry
where India had lodged a com-
laint agmnst Pakistan on the
Jashmir dispute. Here, too, he

conducted the case [or Fﬂkliﬂ an
so brilliantly that complainant

party became defensive in posture
and ultimately Ch. 5Sahib due to
his great advocacy, succeeded in
sccuring the much chenshed and
famous resolutions from the secu-
rity council for holding umpartial
plebiscite 1n Kashour,

Later he brought many hon-
ours to Pakistan as he was clected
president of the UN General As-
sembly and twice elected ljudge of
the International Court of Justice.

Eventually, he retired as president
of the International Court of Jus-

tice. So far he is the only person
who was president of the United

Nations General Assembly and

dlso held the honour of being
president of Internaticnal Court

of Justice. + |
The other internationally
recognised personality who also

belongs to this community s Prof.
Abdus Salam who won the Nobel
Prize for Physics in 1979, Dr.
Salum is one of the most hon-
ourcd physicists as he has been
elected member of practically ev-
ery science academy of an
standing. These include the U5,
USSR, Bntish, French, Italian,

Swedish, Polish, Indian and In-
numerable others on the five
continents. Presently he 15 also
chief of Third World Academy of
Science and Technology at Triest.
He once said that the British
overnment had offered him
ritish  nationality immedately
before 1979 but he refused solely
on the consideration that if with
God's grace, he happened 1o se-
cure the Nobel Prize, then no
aiher vountry should shire this

THE FRONTIER POST Friday March

(= L

'Patriots to the core

S194F G- 1y

honour with Pakistan.

In the year 1988, he was inviled

to deliver the Faiz Memonal Lec-
ture. He was extended great ova-
tion by those present there. 1o
the utter surprise of the audience,
he commenced his specch by
saying that one thing 1s glanngly
common between him and late
Faiz that he 100 was a persona
non graia in his own country.
It may be pertinent Lo reser to
1965 war with India. Lt-Gen.
Akhtar Mulik, who made gallop-
ing advances in Chhamb Jourian
Sector and disturbed the Indian
High Command’s strategy to a
great extent, also belonged to this
community.

Similarly, Lt-Gen Abdul Al
Malik valiantly fought the biggest
battle of tanks at Chawinda Sec-
tor disobeying the order of retreat
by his senior commander. Both

these brothers are well-known as
heroes of 1965 War. They are in

{act heroes of the whole nation. In
the 1971 War, with India, the only
sector known as "Chhamb™ where
significant advance was made un-
der the commund of Maj-Gen
Iftikhar Junjua. He too was a
member of this sect and 1s bunied
at Rabwah.

The above examples are simply
cited to depict spirit ol patrnotism
which prevails in this community
as a whole and which seems 1o be
part of their basic training. That
in - consequence of various  ex-
Lremist roups  involved n
spreading hulred amongst vanous
religious Tactions of society, ac-
cording to weekly Lahore dated
28.11.1992, following known cascs
have been instituted against vari-
ous members of the community
under different heads:

For reciting Kalima Tayyaba;
118 cases.

For using Sha’air-i-Islam; 729

CascCs.
For saying prayers; 647 cases.

About 109 places of worship
were either desecrated or cap-

tured by religious bigots.

Pakistan's campaign for the
restoration of Babri Mosgue and
the rights of Indian Muslims can
only be fortified if the real culpris
who indulged in arson and dese-

creation of minorities places of
worship here and caused loss 1o

their lives and properties are dealt
with severely, in accordance with
law without any fear or favour.

It will be of some interest to
refer to State Department and

Amnesty International report as
appeared in your esteemed paper
dated 10th January, 1993 under
the caption "Accuse Pakistan of
Human Rights abuses:-

The relevant excerpt is as fol-
lows:-

" According to the State De-
partment. and Amnesty [nterna-
tional sertous human rights abuses
continue to take place in Pak-
istan..Human Rights monitors
have also expressed concern
about incidents of religious perse-
cution of Ahmadiyya Muslim and
Christians which conlinue Lo og-
cure.”

In the end, | appeal to the con-
scicnce of the people to rise
above religious and sectarian dif-

ferences and adopt the course of
enlightenment and understanding

at the commencement of new cen-
tury in a befitting way.

SAT IM AHMAD MAILIK,

Lahore -
19 1993
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or not PK

| finally managed 1o look al Abdus
Samad's article Whose
Development ls It Anywoy¥® in the
Herald November 1992 issue which
| found very interesting and
innovative. | enjoyed the writer's

characterisation of an ongoing
intellectual debate immensely and

was moved to wnite this to you.
Perhaps as a legacy of our colonial
past, our estabhishment, both
academic and policy-making, is truly
made up of Dr Phanney Khans.
These Dr PK's brook no debate nor
do they accept any peers. They truly
rule the roost. They are the recipients
of donor and state patronage by
means of which they always manage
to control state institutions,
seminars and other forums such as
official committees. By means of
their influence in official circles, they
tend to stifle all debate, thereby
ensuring that no new ideas are aired.
In contrast, poor Miskeen Shah
seeks lo compele overseas because

he feels that excellence in tha
international market 1s his ticket to

acceptance at home. He finds out,
however, that no matter what his
professionai standing overseas, the,
Dr PKs of Pakistan will always have-
the official blessing to close doors
against professionalism and fresh
ideas. What Mr Samad did not
convey was that the erudite and well
spoken Dr PK, the local hero, would
always carry the day in the eyes of
the local audience. Poor MS's ideas,
no matter how well researched or
thought out, would not be
acceptable even if of immense value.
MS could win a Nobel prize but the
local establishment, led by the Dr
PKs, would not allow him to enter the
country or receive any recognition at
home. Qur Nobel Laureate, Dr
Salam, is an ideal case in point.
Unfortunately, that is the nature of
discourse in our country.

M. Arif
Lahore

The Herall, May 1993
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