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»  Not So Nobel

i Husain's bhook review
(Blinded by Science, Herald April
92) of Dr Abdus Salam's biography
by Jagjit Singh highhights the painful
ndifterence and hostility being
shown by the peaple at the helm of
attairs towards the nation’s most
Ilustrious son under the influence of
our country's poweriul religious
oLy .

The awarding of physic's most
coveted prize 1o a Pakistani shauld

have propelled us back on to the
irack which we abandoned in the

early days of independence.

Dr Salam’s contribution towards
the development of science in the

Third World and his untiring efforts 1o
help the governments ol developing
countnes realise the importance of
scientthc research has been
acknowledged the world over. The

Centre for Theoretical Physics in
Tneste, taly, which he established

- with the assistance of the United

Nations and the Ralian Government,
has given hundreds of scientists
from Third World countries a unigque
opportunily to work with some of the
greatest brains in science including
several Nobel laureates, and
contribute towards the alesl
research in the areas of theorelical

physics and the world of science.
 is earnestly hoped that ou

present rulers will realise the
importance of the development of
science and scientific research and
its impact on our ability to harmess
the wheels of tecanology for the
betterment of our future generations.
Necessary measures will, hopelully,
also be taken for assigning a high
priority to the development ol
science and scientific research
within the country.

Masood A Bhatty
The Herald, May 1993

Lahore
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Double-edged weapon

FromCh. Nazr Ahmed Sahi

The roots of corruption have gone

very deep inour soclety. The public

has always deplored the inequitable

behaviour of government officials.

Huge amounts of money, as it s said,

I;zvetubepﬂdtagﬂﬂen&[ﬂrjuh
ne.

Perhaps this is true but to my ut-
most surprise the very first realily

which dawned upon me during the
last two months of my service is that
not only the officials but also the
public is responsible for this escala-
tion of corruption. After all it Lakes
Iwo to make a quarrel.

[f we make a fair and impartial

analysis, it can easily be concluded
that the desire of getting a job done

guickly and out-of-turn impels peo-
ple to offer bribes w the concerned
officials. Sometimes this desire gets

mixed with the passion to outdo oth-
ers.

Anyway people are tempted by
one reason or the other to bribe of-

Unfortunately, money has an amaz-
ingly strong attraction for any nor-
mal person. This is why the idea of
getting enough money without any

- special discomfort takes the fancy of

the officials. So there starts a vicious

- circle of corruption and dishonesty.

But it does not mean that by na-
ture all officials are of angelic char-
acter and the public makes them
corrupt. Not at all. They are human
beings and hence they are not void
of human weaknesses, Of course,
some of them have an excessively

strong yearning for becoming rich
overnight.

They abandon themselves (v thus
powerful impulse and misuse the po-
sition they hold. Encouraged by the
positive response from the public

‘ they start influencing their col-

'leagues and so there staris a
marathon of corruption in the soc-
ety.

Corruption is not something wni-
lateral. If there is no one to offer a
bribe, there will certainly be none Lo
accept it. If the black sheep of of-
fices have made the situation grave,
the tacit consent of the public has
turned it even graver, The virus of
corruption is present inside as well
as outside the offices. So when we
try to purify our officials we must
not forget to inject the anticorrup-
tion vaceine into the public

Rawalpindi
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