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A show
without substance

N2 = B e 21st Islamic Conference of foreign Ministers
| (ICKFM) ended in Karachi on Thursday after adopt-
| ing strong resolutions on everything from the cri-
» B sis in Bosnia Herzegovina and Kashmir to disar-
mament and regional security. The Karachi Declaration and
final communique of the conference reflects the amount of

talking done and paperwork generated. Unfortunately, con-
lerences of this nature are [ast becoming flamboyant shows

with virtually no implementation. Issues have remained on
' the OIC agenda for years without being resolved. Inevitably,
good intentions are drowned in a morass of well-drafted
words.

The ICFM came out with a strong resolution on Bosnia,

lambasting the Serbs and demanding that action be taken by
the United Nations to immediately lift the arms embargo

against the Bosnian Muslims, interdict Serb weapons sup-
plies and allow the Bosnians the right to defend themselves.
The resolution was pushed through two days ahead of sched-
ule to pressurise the UN Security Council into moving fast
on adopting Article 51 allowing Bosnians to help themselves,
since no one else seems willing to do so. It is indeed a sad
situation that, foreign ministers of some of the world's
wealthiest nations, and the diplomats at the international
community's most powerful policy making body—the Secu-
rity Council—appear to be helpless or impervious to the
graphic footage of a nation being decimated by its rivals. As
Islamic foreign ministers doled out a paltry sum of $90 mil-
lion to the Bosnians at the ICFM, the Serbs succeeded in an-
nihilating entire communities, burning alive a father and son
who tried to defend their women who in turn were burned
alive, All the UN could accomplish in the same time period
was to throw rump Yugoslavia out of ECOSOC.

Now, more than ever, it is becoming increasingly obvious
that international organisations are becoming toothless tigers
in a world gone awry. The OIC and the ICFM have the po-
tential to become a powerful voice for Muslims around the
world. But the organisation is torn by internal divisions, with
states who feel persecuted alleging that the OIC is becoming
a political tool for forcing certain Muslim countries to toe a
line drawn in Western capitals and intimated to regional sur-
rogates. Such rancour and bitterness do not bode well for the
future of the organisation. That it will continue to operate is
not in doubt. But whether the OIC can transform itself into a
collective body, with common goals and a unified approach,
remains to be seen.

The Muslim world cannot afford to allow splits within its
ranks. It is besieged by a hostile West, which at best suffers
part of the Muslim world because of its oil resources. At the
other end of the spectrum, the Muslim world stands accused

of being the symbol of terror. The Western media splashes
photos of armed militants and labels the image ‘Islamic mil-

itancy on the rise.,’ Those arrested for bombing New York's
World Trade Centre are described by religion rather than na-
tionality. Muslims are tried and found guilty before they face
a court because of their faith.

Pakistan can congratulate itself for hosting a “successful”
conference, but only if the measure of success is the stacks
Ert;th papersm the delegates and foreign ministers carried home

e

The News International, Saturday, May 1, 1993
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Head injuries

MOST head injuries are mild —°

Brinn damage in civilian hife usu-

Ve injured patient is usually talk- ally results from acceleration or

g within minutes of the event umﬂ

may not have been unconscious at
a1l Some of these patients do not go
i o doctor at any time. Many
atend Caswalty departiments

where only 1in 5 admitted, more
than hall of these patients are dis-
lhaarged withan ooday or twie, Hlow-
cver, these maldlv injured patients
are at risk from life threatening
~omphications

Majority of the survivors leave
|1u::..ili.IH-| with FE['I'I.'I.H.HEI'I[ bram
Jdamage, their average age s 30
vedars. and hall of them will never
work again.,

Road accidents account for over
30w of fatal head injuries, but
vt than 20 per cent of these acci-
Jonts are attended. May of those
i jured, however, are pedéestrians.
i'rotecuve head gear can prevent
many accidents at work. Assaults
G d common cause in large cities

Approximutely 307, of patients
dre under the age of 10 years and
200 are between the ages of 10 and
1 wvears. Injury may therefore
Alfedt educdtion and cadreer pros-
e ts and mav lead to a lifetime of
disabaliry

Brain damage is the most impor-
Ll consequence of head injury.
Damage to the scalp and skull is

unportant due to the possibility ol
underlving  brain damage. How-

deceleration forces actuing on the
brain as a whole. The lesions are
widespread. All injuries which
cause vven brief unconsclousness
are  assocrted with  structural
brain dumage, some of which are
el manent.

The concept of concussion as a
functional disturbance with o visi-
ble dumnage is, therelore, no longer
tenable.  and  repeated  muald
INJuries, ds occur in boxing, cause
cumulative brian danape.

Disability after head injury 1s the
result o combined mental and
physical handicap. Although the
physical abnormalities are obvious
and therefore tend to artract most
attention.

Mental symptoms are less cbvi-
ous, vel they constitule the major
cause ol persistimg dhisalninny., In
retrospect avaor@able faciers can
easily be identified under such cir-
Cumsidnces.

Prevention is the only satisfac-
tory solution. Our media should
apprise the public about the causes
and -consequences of these puint-
less tragedies and appeal [or their
prevention. Prevention of such
avoidable tragedies must be the
prime goal for all'of us irrespective
of our professional affiliations.
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ever, fatal bruain damage can occur ‘
without @ blemish on the scalpora| DR AYAZL AZHAR S1DDIQI
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Remedy for terrorism
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iraciure in the skull,
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one step nearer Lo be declared a ter-

rorist state by the US. If that hap-
pens can the people of Pakistan

blame the US government?
Sardar Asefl was about the only
pragmatic and honest minister in

Nawaz Sharil's cabinet. To be ar-

. = rested for speaking the truth and for
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literate fundamentalists that Pakistan
has become a pariah in the comity of
nations and is on the threshold ol

being branded as a terrorist state.
If anybody is to be tried for trea-
son it should be those who are re-
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