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Dangerous trend

divisive elements. This statement
of Tact 13 not an end riather a begin-

ping and should lead for ascertain-

ment of reasons for this situauon
and remedies thereof. It may be

- considered an outcome of general

apathy, luck of awareness ol civic
responsibilities, low education
level and other sovial ills, This how-
ever will not be the whaole rruth.
The busic reason tor this passiv-
iy perhaps 15 the fact that the
people have ltallen hostages in the
hands of our clergy. This clergy
unfortunately consists mostly of
half-educated Maulvis with
higoted and intelerant tempera-
ments. The lack of true knowledpe

makes them rigid in their thinking
and thev do not allow any differ-
ence of opinions. The tool in then
hands which they are mercilessly
using 1s o declare anybody with a
different opiniom as intidel

People ot Jarge, who need thei
sUIvVItes . even o pertorm  the
simplest  vitaals sach as callmg
Azan in the cars of new-barn, per
forming marriage bond, leading
Junag prayvers and hike, just can-
not aftord o disagree with them
Being so fully in thew grip, they
have also o apree with them o
thewr “decrees™ ol mbideluy ol
others — inhidels are condenini-

hle: shey deserve no gomsd  (reat
ment; thewr hife, property and hon-

' THERE cannut be two opinions | and day out. No reaction is, there
on vour lamentation i vour edito-
rial under the heading " A danger-
ous rend” (Hawn March 28) on the
passivity of the hberal, democraric
forces in the face of the growing
threat from the sectarian and ot her

fure, seen when these teachings are
acted upon

Then there are the opportunist
leaders who instead of redeemimg
the massoes, make use of this situa-
tion for their ulterior morives. They
will conmive to gain political sup
port of clergy and play in their
hands (o the extent of making e
Slate i party ‘against & partcular
community, group or sect. The ool
of pohitical support makes these
prophets of doom all the more pow-
erful and rhe saner elements in the
sOClety more coward.

The role of media on the whole is

alsa pog praiseworthy. They appear
i be equally afraid of these all
poweriful clergy and act to serve the
Clergv's designs, forgetting then
twn responsibilities.  towards
human rights, cause of the appres:
sed and preaching of truth, honestv
and humanity.
Mr. Editor, this problent has te he
tackled not only by the passive
masses bul more actively by the
povernment with the help of media.
The povernment has to adopl the
polivy as declared by the Quaid-i-
Avam thar State hias nothing 1o do
with the relipion of 4 ciuzen and
cvery Dody s free to have, to pro-
tess and to propagate s religious
believes without any  restrction
from State or anvbody else. This
palicy not only has to be adupred
bt enforced in letter and in spiri
dealing with an iron hand with all
those who come i its way.,

Until 1 1s done, our descent in
the dark will continoe

o have o sapcoey. This is besng | JAMIL AHNMAD BUTT
prebchcd by these Ulema day in | Karachi

DAWN MONDAY, APRIL 5, 1983
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