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Sectanamsm

MR A.M. Sayied has raised some |

vital questions about sectarianism.

What is its definition? Does Islaum

permit it? What is meant by wiping

it out? Why is the Government
sleepmng over the division of believ-
eis into sects and sub-sects” rnuu .
letter, March 2).

The defimition of sectarianism
quoted by him lacks its central ele-
ments of bigotry and intolerance.
Sectarianism means to hate and
persecute someone simply for doc-
trinal differences with him.

Mutual persecution of this sort
has been a recurrent phenomenon
in human history. Recently it can
be seen in its most wretched form
in India and Bosnia where Muslims
are being burnt alive simply for
being Muslims.

Islam emphatically denounces
sectarianism and the use of force in
the matters of Faith. It requires
that differences of anvy kind be
resolved through mutual discus

sion supported by sensible argu-

an archaic incongruity that he is
today. ( p.232).

Perhaps it was to avert this situa-
ton that in his address of August
11, 1947 to the Constituent Assem-
bly, Quaid-i-Azam had warned it
against lerting religion affect the
business of the state. The rejection

ol his advice is desta bilising Pakis-
tan.

The primary object should have
been (o make Pakistan a great

power by enlisting the co-operation
of all 1ts communities. Priority
should have been given to advance-

ment in industry and trechnology.
Then we would have safeguarded

the Interests of Muslim minorities
In other countries. Bur also we

could not rise above sectarianism.
I'he role of the government
snould be never to take side of any
sect. Utherwise the conseguences
will be disastrous, It should provide
a peaceful atmosphere in which its
ciuzens can resolve their ideologi-
cal differences privately, It should
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Is it not disappointing?

I was stunned to read a s ate-

ment of a Pakistani who is at pre-
sent residing in UK His siate-
ment, which was published i1 an
Urdu daily of London on 27th Oc-
tober, 1992, is given below:-

“l am an ordinary Pakistani

and 1 am wurlungl_n; a teacher at a
local college in London. T t:ach

social studies rtaining to the
third world, m'.ldl:"E I haven't got any
litical, |HEI‘E]‘}" or religiou: af-
iliation with any group. I am an
af:u';': member of a very impor-
tant human nghts organisation of
UK which is an international
organisation.

“Last year this organis:tion
sent me to Pakistan. | spent one
day in Veharni which is one of
Pakistan's  agricultural centres.
T'his town is known as the biggest
cotton market after Multan, 1
h:lpll‘:.,m:d o go o the colton
market as well, ncar which 1nere
15 a big post office.
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also desist from discriminating
against any sect or any citizen in
the matters of their rights.

The answer to the last question is
that division.of believers into sects
and sub-sects is a process related
with human conscience. The gov-
ernment can do nothing to stop it.

Every citizen should be left free to
make his own choice of faith and

this profession in -this respect
should be accepted. Otherwise the
government would lose its credibil-
ity as a demaocratic state and may
invite foreign subversion or inter-
terence on the plea to stop viola-
tion of Huoman Rights.
NLUR-UD-DIN MUNEER

Karachi

ments. If, despite peaceful parleys
the differences persist, it com-

mands to leave the matter at that
and not resort to persecution.

But i1gnoring these command-
ments Muslim sects have often spil-
led each other’s blood profusely.
Mushim Ulema do not agree even
on the basic point of the definition
of ‘Islam. Every sect regards the
other sects as infidels. Confounded
with this state of affairs the Munir
Inguiry Report had to remark:

“Nothing but a bold re-orienta-
tion of Islam to separate the vital
from the lifeless can preserve ir
(Islam) as a world idea and convert
the Musalaman into a citizen of the
present and the future world from

“Having linished my i!nh when
| came out of the post ollice | saw
three people beating mercilossly
another man who wis con-
linuously reciting Kalima Tay aba.
| went forward, rescued him and
took hum to a nearby hospital for
(rcatment.

“On the way he told me that he
was an Ahmadi and was a teicher

at a school. He lurther informed
me that s only fault was that he
had recited Kalima Tayyaba in his
class that day, and that Ahmadis
were not allowed to recite Kalima

Tayyaba in Pakistan, and that the
persons who were beating him
were teachers at the same school.

“It was just a coincidence that |
happéned to observe that not only
Ahmadis but Shias and some
other were also being ill-
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and some of the newspapers were
actively involved in sectarian cam-
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“1 visited newspaper olfices as
weil. They were accepting bribes
in order to do false-reporting. No
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