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ANOTHER award has been
added to tae long list of honours
conferred on Professor Dr. Abdus
Salam. Dhaka University has
announced the award of Doctor of
Science degree to Dr. Salam for his
outstanding contribution to sci-
ence. He will only be the second
man to receive the honorary degree
in the last 22 years from Dhaka Uni-
versity.

It is, however, unfortunate that
while others are benefiting from
the advice and guildance of Dr.
Salam for developing science and
technology in their countries we
are still persisting with our efforts
of disallowing him to play any con-
structive role for the development
of science and scientific research in
Pakistan.

The low priority assigned to the
development of science and

lechnology by our successive gov-
crnments has resulted in our rele-

pation to a hopelessly low position
im the scientific community of the
world. The number of scientists
and scholars our institutions of
higher learning are producing is
patheric. The 130 research centres
and 22 Universities in Pakistan are
together producing fewer than 30
I’h.D's in sciences. In India the
snnual production of Ph.D’s 1s 3000
while in United Kingdom this
number 1s 5000. Pakistan at pre-
sent has only 1000 Ph.D's including
a couple of hundreds in sciences.

These deplovabile stanistics e the
result of the short-siphted policies
designed and implemented by the
unholy alliance of our rulers and
bureaucrats. The wanton neglect
towards the development of sci-
ence and-scientific research has
resulted in our total dependence on
sophisticated imported technology
which s grudgingly doled gut to us
at the cost of our sovereignty and
independence.

Time 1s running our fast. Our pol-

icy makers need to rise from their
slumber without any further loss of

precious time. Appropriate
policies for the development of sci-
ence and technolugy coupled with
an increased allocation of budget

r s g
.

Priority for science

AL e
i S5 Lt i o 1

of atleast 2% of the GNP should be
starting point for our national
crusade against the prevailling
state of technological backward-
ness and our medieval approach

towards science and technology.
We have not only to recover the lost

ground but also have to keep pace
with the fast changing develop-

ment in science and technology.
We need to broaden our base for

scientific and  technological
research and provide an atmos-

phere conducive to the develop-
ment of sciences. Proper guidance,
encouragement and incentives
should be provided to our scientists
and research scholars enabling
them to carry on with their pursuit
of knowledge unhindered by the
prevailing red-tapism and irritat-
ing bureaucratic controls. The very
fact that Dr. Salam was made the
incharge of the college football
team on his return from the Cam-
bridge University, instead of utihs-
ing his services for the purpose lor
which he was much better equip-
ped, speaks volumes of our non-
seriousness and lack of commit-
ment f[or assigning science and
technologv its due place in our
national priories.

We do not have to go very far
back into history to appreciate how
the award of Nobel Prize in Physics
to C.V. Raman was wisely exploited
by the then and the subsequent
governments in India by channelis-

ing not only their efforts for

development of science and
technology within the country bl

by also attracting scientsts and
technology experts from all over -
the world.

It is earnestly hoped that our pre-
sent rulers will realise the impor-

tance of development of science
and scientific research and its

impact on our ability to harness the
wheels of technology for the better-

ment of our future generations.
Necessary measures will, hope-
fully, also be taken for assigning
high priority to this neglected area
within the country.

MASOOD A. BHATTY

Karachi

DAWN SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1993
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