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IN lus farewell writé-up on
George Bush, Sardar F.S, Lodi has
reproduced the following epitaph
aon Alp Arslan’s tomb at Merve, *0)
ye who have seen the glory of Alp
Arslan exalted wo the skies, repair
to Merve and behold 1t bBuried n
the dust.” (Dawn 19.1.93) Alp
Arslan had his capital in Baghdad.

The inscription mirrors  Alp
Arslan’s humility of spirit, who was
not only the Lord of Asia but had

also added to his vast dominions
the territories of Armenia and

Georgia. His heart was also full of
compassion for the fallen as illus-
traved in the following episode.
When the Greek emperor,
Homuanus Diwogenes was brought
before him as a captive, after his
defeat in the battle which he had
waged against Alp Arslan for the
retrieval of Armenia and kissed the
ground as was required by the Tur.

kish custom in vogue at that ume,
the Sultan, in the words of Gibbon,

Commenting on his reply, Gib-
bon says, “ the reply of the Greek
betrays 8 seatiment, which pru-
dence and even gratitude should
have Laught him to suppress.” How-
ever, “The Turkish conqueror
smiled at the insulence of his cap-
tive; observed that the Christian
law inculcated the love of enemies
and forgiveness of injuries, and
nobly declared that he would no*
imitate an example which he con-

demned”, and freed him for a ran-
som. Such was Alp Arslan, a noble

scion of Saljuk Turks.

His eldest son, Malek Shah also
made history in setting an example
in selflessness. After the death of
Alp Arslan a flierce battle raged
between him, his brother and some

other relations for succession to the

throne. Gibbon tells us that on the

eve of the battle, he (Malek Shah)
performed his devotions at Thous,
before the tomb of Imam Raza. As
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“instgutlyraised the rovabcapuve  the Sultan rose fromthe ground, he
from ground; and thrice Elﬂﬂ[lﬂllliﬁﬂ:ﬂi His)adivir INizgnr ' Whe! had
ing his hand with mmlﬂ_r ﬁmpﬂll‘fh ‘knelt beside him, what had been
assured him that his life and dig- the object of his earnest petition;

nity should be inviolate in the *that your arms may be crowned
hands of a prince who had learned  with victory', was the prudent and

to respect the majesty of his equals  most probably the sincere answer
and the vicissitudes of fortune.”™ of the minister. ‘For my part’,

llis sense of pity shines lorth replied the generous Malek,' 1
with a brighter lustre when we see  jmplored the Lord of Hosts that He
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that he freed Romanus even at s
muost insolent behaviour towards

 him. Gibbon savs, the Sulian asked

would take from me my life and
crown, if my brother, be more
worthy than myself to reign over

him that how would he have
behaved if fortune haid smaled on
Jus arms. *1 would have infhicted on
thiv body many a stripe”, Romanus
fiercely replied.
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the Muslims.” Decline and Foll of the
Reman Emypre, Vol VI Pp 259 —
262).
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