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MAKING a MOMentous
announcement, the Federal Minis-
ter for Parliomentary Affairs has
proclaimed that “the Governmeni
hias decided to wipe out sec-
tarianism ™ (Nauwe Jan 16)

By implementing this pledge, the
government would not only

accomplish the unfulfilled aspect
of Quaid-i-Azam’s dream but also

remove the cause of untold misery
in Pakistan, |

'he Quaid-1-Azam had
cnvisioned to have a sovoregn
state for Muslims in the sub-conti-
nent whoere they could live accord-
ing to the pristine principles of
Islam. He realised the firsr part of
his mission by carving out PPakis-
tan. But destiny did not ler him
accomplish the second phase of his

plan.
lHe died before he could hwlid

Pakistan as a modern democratic

LS I | oIt e i
5 | 2z drivie g\,
TN SE TS Nocs2onig ook gl | OWIEL isL PSSt

Wiping out sectarianism

UL LIS A3

For intance, 1ake the case of »oc-
tarianism. It has not the least sup-
port in Holy Quran.

Apart Irom the above it should
also be considered that scctrinism
has contribumed nothing to Musiins
hut evil throughom their lung and
chequerred history. It has pro-
voked among them hatred and into-
lerance making them vulnerable o
disintegration at the hands of then
CHEeMILS.

The pgovernment  has  pledped
Hself to wipe outl  SeCLarninism,
which, however, i not an casy job,
esprontlly s our nEsses are Ignor-
ant and can castly be exploted by
vested imteresis, Morcover, itoas
hard to weld a peogple into a fum
and compact nation who  are
attached o different religions hav-
ing disparate codes and ideals ol
life.

and progressive state reflectng mj .

it the universal principles of Ishun
like equality, iratermity oo
egalitarianism.

However, he had firmly dircected
the Constituent Assembly 1o frame
the Constitution on these lines and
stressed that all ats citizens should
have equal rights without any dis-
crimination on ethmcal and secta-
rian bases.

lHe had also sternly warned
against theocracy and condemned
the idea of empowering any pair-
ticular sect to impose its peculiar
version of Islam in the country and

- persecute ils cilizens on  that

ground.

But what an irony that his succes-
sors failed to comply with lis
desires and Pakistan has remained
virtunally at the mercy of obscuran-
tist Mullahs who have subjected ir
to outdated political philosophy,
guite irrelevant o the conditions
prevailing in the present-day
world, Moreoaver, it 15 nenher
sanctioned by the Holy Quran aor
by the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet
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But a bepmmine can be made in
this divection by unifving Pakistam
citizens in thear political activities
by restoring joint clectoral system.
The wmter-pdependence of  1the
peaple on each other for winnimg
political support will bradge 1 he
gulf between them and tend 1o hind
them together.

S0 far as rebgion s concerned
cvervond should be free to profess,
practise and preach the faith of his
Beswdes the above, the govern
nent should educate s subjects
hrough text books, print and elec-

ronic media to observe the Tunda.

mental human vights when dealing
with each other. Also aboul the
desirability of vmifving themselves
into one ndation for ensuring more
prosperity and better defence ol
the country.,

If the povernment is sincere i
making its pledpee (o wipe out soegc-
tactanism it should rake some con-
crete steps o produee positive
TEUES
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