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Religious mntolerance

i_:'rrr.t- W almost all the jater Mus-
m ruiers
M.H. Muzaffar Waraich | o What those rulers. like Driut-
i misitand Axbar, were able to un-
Since our inception us en inde- | _9TStand. and what we have not
perdent nation. religious intoles- ;ct ¢en abic to grasp, was the
22 i our country. has heen cn _iact that due to the multiplicity of
reonse. [ our recent past we creeds snd ruces in our region,
Froe come 1o wiiness such atti- the state should maintain a neu-
taces. among awide cross-secrion tral posture and pursue a nondis-
| criminatory policy, as regards reli-

o 1he society, which are neither
 warranted I;:-'. our hRistony nor sup- f_:;; TE";':”‘ The F':"”};f fhfﬁﬂ
4S8 pragmatic and in the

| poried by our relipon.
long run it favoured the spread of

HE!"L gus to the nauciy of |
MU | Wil resinict v E:.]T._ Ll !. 1 slam b} not imvokin dny reaction

WO recent moidenisie 1 our re- on ”_'“: 1341;_11*-’*1: non-Muslim com-
&un, as a sociely, to the Babn THAAIR ¢ Thild
| Noscu e cnisis and 2) the extent 1o Lrivmenately, in the case of

-Babr Nos, T aur stunce sgamst
HinCus in Pukisian was nol same.
It heincd 42n such anti-Mushm n-
ots :n India, which were still rag-
ing ruthiesslv. ihe policics baing
pursued these davs, [ike the one
aimed ar the identification of mi-
nornties memaers through their
1D l:ﬁ'li*u <hould also be reviewed
in the bant of the wisdem wof our
[orelathers

SNow coming tothe lecal case |
mentioned at the hHegimning, one
S surprised 1o see that n our
countn the st oot of mivlerunce
towards munoriiies has begun Lo

which atoicranc: has crept into
Our legal system. 55 was wilnessed
funr 2.2 recent confroversy in a
Casd -Anlch ¢ame 0 imolve the
SLOCTIOr Courts ol our country.
: I erys siNg. jirsi. the Eﬁbﬂl
[ Ao "‘1*: cpisode, and caanot help
remarking that our bghaviour as a
Suuic rwh s L'-EI-I"'E-."FISE"EI
34 L'Hln.’rr',lﬂ\' mmature and irre-
sponsible. Temples were camaged
and demolished by angrv riolers
Minorities, Fﬂrtu:uldrli the Hin-
dus. were harassed. Litle fore-
t was witnessed. The element

5|‘|_v,h
ol sentimentality In our reaction

Naliom

L was dominant. - ineriere even with the dispensa-

For example, the famous *Jain nan of justice. The story as re-

Mandir' in Lahere wus pulled ported 1n the Press-- The News 06
down and the crossing al wgiu.:h it Jan 931 goes os tollov's.

stood 15 now known as ‘Babri "Sonme time ago the head of an

ok S A My |
T IR RVEA SO marriage funétion of one of his
TP S AR A A 'T-;:;_"._- -"-'tEtfn:‘-Es cnildren. He was arrested um;lr:r
CHLIT FOr EDaTaL Bk creaties bF;n. - the Qrdinance 20 1:11;_ 984, w]l]'.ju:h
mﬂrﬂ- umfﬂ[ﬂb+ --'..- 1 -I o o ":IE" f‘llfh df! Ahmﬂdls ToIm l':ﬂ '1‘5

themselves Muslims and thenr

nlaces of worship, mosques. The
Ordinznce also forbids them from
reciting 'Azan’ (call for prayer). In
this case the crime commitied was
that the particular family had

made use of the name of Allah

and of Darood-o-Salaam, on invi-
tation cards _printed for the mar-
nage ceremony. The Lahore High
Court had refused 1o grant dail,
Mus!

e, qf Athey Musiing but the decsion was recentiy re-

% ﬁ..l Bl oy -..: L2 -
?:.:frn?nlt. mh;,,,; h.i-l._;iﬁf' S OT versed by the Supreme Court of
=" E'-llu. Pﬂ}_l“_:n

Ous.
Whea Muhammazad b D;w.m Anzalvsing 1he whole episode.
Ihe quesnon arises that do we. as

conpguered Sinch, his a
wards the Hindus was v LU= 4 majority, need to feel s0 inse-
LUTE.

ciligtorv. His pohuical and admin-
Isirative arrangemenis in general
and s religous seitlemenis In

particular were simed at protec-
ing the rights of the Hindus.

He let the nobilirv continue 1o
function a8 the oificial bureau-
cracy and repased full confidence
in them. In duing so he was on's
developing itne traditioon set by

Hazrat Umar (R. A} As regards
the religous rtgh 0l Hindus, he

followed a similar anﬂmmh A

Lhal 32, the . Gabstiin of loiing
IRe  NON-NLSOMS . repair  "nar

waces o worshin gisa came 2
t\i- wemmad Min Qasim referred

CUITSTC8s Were the  demapiions
gpientaken by the siate s

_4-\.1. o 1L L'll.,_..:'l"l "} A | Ry "'I:'T-.Il :_:._'-I.:: '
" D it Anesesan tHedase of the
templc R Nila GumBad in La-
nore, wIch was -'r_.-*_h.:; cal
mol:: "u.d by ‘ofiicial "* Lhosers

All these aotivinss seom o'l tRe
more bizarre when ong whsenes
the falt that, histoncally, Yhe att:

And docs our religion self
warrant such narrow-ninded ap-

proach 1o the rather academic 15
sucs ke the use of Darond-o-
salaam W pon-Musiims, It = a
known fact that many Hindu po-
els have composed Naats in proise
af the Haoly and the Last Prophet
(PBUH) and famous men like
Napoleon, Bernard Shaw. Thomas
Carlvl:, Bertrand Russel. Armaold
Toynbe and numerous others
have eulogised Mohammad
(PBELH) and Islamuc virtues In

ther wrnitings. They, tvo, were all

ron-Muslims. Should they have

2 gueestion 1o Doamiscus peenpunished. I'end this anticie a

ihe -:Ilrl a of Damaseus. sfler bit abruptly: by gving food for

2 Sonsderatinn, gave the »or- thought to my Muslim brothers,

S0 10 et the non-Musiims who should contemplate on the
reparr thewr places ofw orshap T"t" following, verse !'r-.:m the Qurzn

o) g bl :'.l Cwas tHeref 1"'E Jopied 0 "And exalied v F&-"‘..
Qasrvs rebigions senlem L.'"t wilh (Inshirak 4 '

e non-Mushims. This came ta be SR Fan . . TR S e
b A B 1) . nean S

R A e 1;1 ‘", THE FRONTIER POST
rgred i ioetetn nered nilow ﬁd_’-'r

X van maire hberal mremprets

AMonday February 8. 1993
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