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A dangerous consensus on religion
column

Cty 2k S Gl LA | B e\ zms YL
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- ) e Thirt I rties in th
\./g’.“w;:’ I(Jéfﬁﬂ‘,ﬁ) country h:: t;ri.;:; E::ir t::snl:u l'.:
L-;_"!'..a.}’ s d/ = 10 launch a movement against the 1JI gov-

ernment unless it incorporates the reli-
gion column in the national identity card.
One religious formation that is not repre-
sented in this constellation is obviously
the Shiite Tehrik Nifaz Figh-e-Jaflria. The

latter's world view is at variance with
most religious parties in Pakistan. The
threat to launch a movement, however, is
unmistakably the clergy's pressure tactics
aimed at ramming the controversial reli-
gion column down the gullet. Maulana

Abdus Sattar Niazi, the lederal minister
for religious alfairs, who has made the

religion column something of a cause
celebre, will view the latest development
with ample satisfaction. Until recently, he
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rfﬁ:.: . & J.ﬁr{{#fi}y lic opinion, EJlrld the fact that some impor-
ﬁ'{:b“f"'/ / :.G,'/-:i S las I'L( tant members of the federal cabinet did

f byt 4 not see eye-to-eye with him on the issuve.
B b VA The international condemnation of the

religious bigotry, and also the tremendous

groundswell of anger and agitation among
the country's minorities, had caused the
government to put the decision on religion

L) Jr oo tn A
AT £ o
e L LLLWAIE
L Jo o0 r.f.-'lf;*“/"

.

ITH e 9y

12

4 "

column on hold. This was a rational thing
to do. The Mian Nawaz Sharil govern-
menit, already under pressure {rom the
United Slates and other weslern powers
because of the country's nuclear pro-
gramme and its alleged support for free-
dom-fighters in Kashmir, cannot afford 1o

appear lundamentalist in the new puosi-
cold war order.

Maulana Abdus Sattar Niazi, earlier

on, had threatened lo resign from  his
cabinet post against what he called was

government's lack of commitment towards
the addition of religion column. He hasn't

done so lor obvious reason. And now he is
undermining the government's agenda
from the outside as well. His politics, if
buttressed by the rest of clergy, will drive
Pakistan further into isolation interna-
tionally; whereas at home, sinister social
upheaval in the wake of unrest among
Shias, Christians and Ahmedis, will
stymie all efforts at economic ameliora-
tion of the people. While the prime minis-
ter is doing his damnedest to woo loreign
investments and aid to tide over the worst

economic crisis, @ member of his cabinet
i5 fanning sell-destructive extremism.
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against the Bhutto regime in the early '70s, a sitting target in
the form ol the Ahmad community became one ol their

focuses. In June 1974, anti-Ahmadi disturbances biroke out in
Lahore and Faisalabad with wide-scale noling, loutuig and
the destruction of property. Military units had to be called n to
contrul the situation. Peace was restored in Seplember 1974

— 5. Akbar Zandl
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