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- Why Muslims lost Spain
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CONQUERED by the valour of
Tariq bin Ziad and Musabin Nusair

“and consolidated by the wisdom of

Abdul Rahman Al-Dakhil, a scion

of Banu Ummayva and his illastri- .

ous successors, the Muslim empire
in Spain endured for nearly eight
centuries.

Praising its achievements, Stan-
ley Lane-Poole, in his book ‘The
Mouors in Spain’ says, “For nearly
eight centuries, under her Moham-
maden rulers, Spain set to all
Europe a shining example of a
civilized and enlightened state.
Students flocked from France and
Germany and England o drink
from the fountains of learning
which-flowed only in the cities of
the Moors.™

But then the Empire was irret-
rievably lost. All its glorvy based on
its advances in arts and sciences
vanished. Analysing the causes of
its downfall, Stanley Lane-Poole
stresses the following twao factors

Tribalism, i.e., rivalrv hetween
different Arab and Berber tribes

which led them to destrov each
other with the help of the adjuining

Christian Powers.

Seviarianism, which fomented a
deadly spirit of intolerance, divid-
ing one sect from the other on dif-
ference of doctrinal interpretation
and declaring each other liable to
death on this account.

This process of self-destruction,
initiated by the Muslims them-

selves was finally completed by
Ferdinand of Aragon and Isebella

of Castile who captured Granada in
January 1492 and ousted them

from their last strongheld and

rEi’ugE

It is noteworthy thm at one nme
thé salety and solidarity of Europe
was also in jeopardy due to similar
causes like religious bigotry and
fanaticism. Its history is full of hor-
rifying tales of murders in the
name of religion. Catholics killed
Protestants in the crowded streets
of Paris as isdone in Pakistan at the

instance of obscurantist Mullahs.
But the Europeans met this chal-

lenge wisely. Intellectuals of cour-
ape and nfluence hike Voltare

crusaded agamst this trend and
made sanity prevail. Persecution
on dootrinal differences was stop-
ped by kegislation and all sects

were given equal rights.

Pakistan today 1s also beset with
these ills. According to Press
reports the US 1s considering to
declare it a terrorist state, which
will deprive it of financial aid from
many  sources, crippling its
economy beyond imagination. It
will become difficult for it even Lo
feed its people adequately.

To meet this challenge, it is
imperative to set our own house i
order. Necessary steps need to be
taken to promote internal unity

and cohesion. Public opinion
requires to be influenced in favour

of toleration. Appropriate legisla-

tion should be enacted to rescind
all discriminatory laws. Only then
can Pakistani citizens be welded
into one nation. If we fail to do so

the verdict of history is not [ar to
seek.

NUR-UD-DIN MUNEER
Karachi

DAWN FRIDAY, JANUARY 8, 1993
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