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IF YOU are recding this article
then the world did not end last
night. You have probably also
bren spured from maggot hell.
reptile hell, spider-web hell and

prostitutes’ hell, which a South
horean sect had been prophesy-

ing for unbelievers, starting at
midnight last night (Korean
time). You should be grateful.

Some 20.000 South Koreanms-

were waiting for the Second Com-4
ing of Christ last night. Many had

given up their jobs, sold their as-
sets and abandoned their families
o be ready to take part in what
their church leaders had told
them would be a “rapturous™ as-
cent into heaven.

Meanwhile Planet Earith was to

» be subject to all the horrors of the

f/@)”:/’;’f"ﬁw 7 -'!""" b’ Apocalvpse. dominated by an
.L,:I ’i 6‘ d/ Antichrist who some believed was
#(J'f HJM 2 /J’ o come from Europe. According

L0 one document doing the rounds
in Seoul, “the A~*ichrist will show
hic face to the world as the leader
nfunified Eurcpe”. That was ap-
parently deduced from the bar
codes of European compulers.
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From Terry McCarthy
in Seoul '

the end of the world last night
could provoke mass suicides
among deceived church members,
the government mobilised hun-
dreds of riot police to be on stand-

bv outside the Dami church in
Seoul. the sect's centre. Hundreds

of concerned relatives of the be-
lievers also gathered outside the

church in the hope of snatching
their loved ones [rom the jaws of
an illusory Armageddon.

50 convincing was the message
of the end of the world that the
church members were unflazed by

the arrest of the leader of the
Dami church, Lee Jang Lim, ear-

lier this month on charges of de-
[rauding his llock Police said Mr
Lee was going 1o podkel some 1bn
won (£720.000) donated by his fol-
lowers, Most embarrassing of all

for Mr Lee was that some of the
maoney wis in the form of bonds

pot due to matore until 1995 —
will after the end of the world.

which the document claims asddé . Ifvou have not read this article.

then either vou are nol an /nde-

pendent reader, or the world did

indeed end last night. Or both.
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