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A story or  persecution

In 1974 " a  constitutional
amondiient mtoodined by the
povernment ol Prme Minister
Zulthar Ah Bhutto declored the
Ahmadia community o non-MNMus-
lim muinority. The move was gen-
crally interpreted as a response (o
pressure from orthodox Mushim
groups to resirict the activities of
the Ahmadis.,

On 26 Aprnl 1984, President
Ziaul Haq promulgated ordinance
20 of 1954, 1this ordinance
amended PPC, introducing  sce-
hon  298-B and  298-C, which
nkes it a crominal olfence for
Adlmadis 1o call themselves Mus-
lims, use Mushm practices m wor-
ship such as rccitation of Holy
Quran, saying salal or [asting, or
propagate their faith.

Ilzm:nm ly somec Ahmadis of
Nuankana Sahib were arrested
the police for writing the words
“Boseullal,  ir-Rehman Nouralun”
and “Assafiomu Alcnkum”™ on the
wedding dnvitation card of their
daughter. Their bail applications
were rejected by the High Court
and they were sent behind the
bars!

The Ahmadis arc [frequently
charped and sentenced under sce-
Lion 298-B and 298-C of PPC. Ac-
cording to a report pubhished o
Lahore dinlve. of 11 Seprember
[O8S, some AR Alimadis were

charged under above sections.
Sometimes, charges have been
[ramed against all the members of
Ahmadia community rather than

v ilig

AN inchvidaal persan for s

dets by December 1957 an FIR
wois o eestered . by the  pashice
arsiisl the ente Shimadh Kab-
walt population nuanbermg aboul
000 persons for practising their
Faith.

In- Apri 1989 Ahmadis resid-
ing in Nankana Sahib werc at-
tacked by their opponcnts who
burnt their houses and property.
A similar attack lfollowed in Chak
Sikandar in Gujrat on July 1989,
which resulied in the deaths of
three Ahmadis and  destruction
and burming of their property.
The Lw-enlorcmg authonties do
not protect Ahmadis who heve
been subjected to attack, assauli
or provocation by their oppo-
nents.

Both the above incidents werce
mvestigated by Human RKights
Commussion of Pakistan. Ahmadi
victims of human rights violations
often do nov register cases wilh
the authoritics as they do nol cx-
pect justice to be dune to them.

The above ordinance 15 con-
(rary to the United Nations decla-
ration or chmination of all forms
of intolerance and discrimination
bascd on relimion and beliel,

I, therclore, request the gov-
crnment of Pakistan to drop Inc
charres muunst the Ahmidis un-
der section 20of the PPC and re-
peil this ordinance in the name of
justice and Lnrplay.

NASIR AHMAD KHALID,

LL.ahore.
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