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Identity Card: an unnecessary move

THE point that readily comes| particular sect from state ser-
to mind about the governd vice and there is no knowing
ment's decision henceforth to] which other COmmunity or sect
require acitizen’sreligiontobe| is targeted next for a similar
mennoned in histher National]l treatment. Considering that
.[-I‘..I_I'."I!'I'I'.iitjl" Card s that it 1s h'l".lth some government functiona-
unnecessary and unjust. It is| ries are prone to harassing or
unwarranted because an ID| mistreating citizens on one

card's basic function is !'I".IEI'E]]" pretext or another claims that
to  establish the bearer’s| the additional information to

personal 1dentity for various| be recorded on the Identity
official  and  non-official] Card will not be utilised for
purposes — and no more. Any| questionable purposes will
mention of the bearer's| carry little credibility, The

religion either in the ID card or| argument that the system of
in the passport is not relevant| separate electorate will be

to hisfher being a Pakistani citi-| facilitated by the decision, too,
zen because the law of citizen-| js unconvincing because it has
ship does not prescribe any| been functioning quite well

other characteristics — race even when ID cards did nor
religion, sex, language and so| specify a voter’s religion. In
on — as qualifying or disqualiq| any case, the card has no
fying factors for purposes o proved to be any safepuard
being treated and recognised| against rigging or manipula-

as a bona fide citizen of the| tion of the electoral process.
country. On the other hand,the] One also wonders whether

inclusion of religion as a mark| (he government has taken into

of identification may be] consideration the additional
construed as impinging on &l expenditure the decision relar-
citizen's right as guaranteed in ing to the religious ldemit_v of
the constitution, and'more par{ an ID card_holder is going to
ticularly his/her right to be| involve far the national

treated equally with other citi exchequer. About 90 per cent
cens and witnout any discrimi< of the country's population has

nation on the basis of race| been issued with ID cards. This

means that under the new deci-
sion the government will have

to replace nearly eight crore
cards. According to one unoffi-

cial estimate (not contradicted
so far), the cost will come 1o

of rights, opportunities or
appointment in the service of
Pakistan. Indeed, the decision

opens the possibilities of dis-

crimina!iun and harassment on| about Rs 2,400 million. The pro-

the hﬂﬁﬁlﬂ of religion, particu-| cess of replacing the cards had
larly in an environment of already started in some parts of
heightened polarisation on| (he country when the govern-
ethnie, regional and secturian| ment decided to computerise
lines. If that were to happen, it] the system and some 1.8 million
would be making a mockery of cards will have been issued by
the categorical declaration of the end of the yvear. However

the founder of the nation that thar ma? h'E the basic I]I.I.Eﬁtlﬂﬂ

in Pakistan there would h'i‘.".‘ Nnao is 15 1t wWIise to EPE“'I:I Eu'ﬂ'h a

discrimination, no distincrion large amount of public money
between one community and| ,n something whose need and

another, no discrimination betﬂ justification are questionable?

because “rhat has nothing 'ﬂdf: aut worities to reconsider the
with the business of the state.”| narrer objectively and from

oader-national point of
d reverse the ill-

score arises because a section view an

of the religious lobby isalready advised decision they have
demanding the removal of one (aken under pressure.
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