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L ’Caféy insists on bel
in Christ’s resurrection

By Mary Braid

#1997 5.5

ief

BELIEF in the bodil resurrec.

tion of Christ is central to Chris-
tian belicl, Dr George Carcy,
Archbishop of Canterbury, -

- sisted n his Easter message yes-
lerday.

John Gummer, Minister of Ag-
nculture, went further. AMr Gum.

mer, & member of the Church of
Englamd's Gencral Synod, sue-
gested that prnests who doubledd
that- Chrst rose from the deid
should lose their salancs.

Hle also accused the BBC ol
spreading heresy by inlersiewine
the dssenlers on' television o
Irigft! i The Hear q{f the Maiter,

“It is not pussible to be a men-
ber of the Church of England and
certmnly not to be a pricst of the
Church of England if vou don't
tearch the fundamental doctrine ol
the: Chnstian faith which s that
Jéstis Chaost rose from the dead ™
argucd Mr Gummer on the Sen-
day programme on BRC Radio 4.

The Rev Stephen Mitchell -
one of the 2Zi-strong group of
clergy and katy who do nol believe
in the reswrrection — denied he
wat breaking lus ordinalion vows
by notpreachmg the story of phys-
it resuriection. Mr Mitchell,
rector-of Holy Trinily i DBarrow
upon Soar, near Lovghborouph,
likened the history of Taith o the
history of art m the developmend
over ime ol now theones, cxpres-
sion ikl styles.

“1 sec my role a it Ike an art
teacher, or composition feacher.
I'm preaching positively and I'm
encouraging people in their Taith
and piving them resources.”

MeGummer advised those who
shared MMr Michell's approach Lo
“tom some cthical society™ be-

cause il was impodsible for them
0 be Chnishian.

while he was sure the Govermmomt

( wdinal Basil Hume, leader of
En_land’s Roman Catholics, in his
I2aster message, pomled lo the
scriplural evidence for the resur-
rection. The crucial point was that

the tomb was cmpty.

In his sermon at Canterbury
Cathedml I Carcy said  the
Paster atory was pol casy o un-
derstand but was at the heart of
Chrstian fnth,

“Belicl in the resurrection is nol
an appendace o the Chnstian
faith — it i the Chnstian faith.
The gospels do not explain the
resurrection, the resucrechon cx-
plans Lthe gospels,

“We post-modem, late twenli-
cth-century  Britons strugegle o
understand . The map ol our
minds has no gnd relerence for
angels or dead men nsing 1O new
life. We must not fall into the teap

ol believing that ff we made the

aster story more congenal and
irim il here and there of its awk-

wardness, it would speak with re-

ncwed power.”
The Archbishop warncd that
the Government faccd awesome

responsibilities, including the care

of the poor, the elderly and weak.

Traditionally this was donc by
Chnstians. Dr Carey said that

intended to meet its responsibilit-
ics, he would “dare™ to ask for

more from cach mdividual.
“1 ask for a nation i which n

our homes and schools there will
e heard again the com

simplicity of Chrstian feaching. |
ask for a nation which wall be out-
ward-looking; not only comnutted

lhing

1o its own wellare bul also the wel-

farc of poorcer countries who shill

look 10 us for gudance and help.
(Case apninst God, page 17
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