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Iranslation of Quran treated

as blasphemy of Prophet

By Mahmood Zaman

LA HORE, Apred 250 Is there <,

v an the commmry that hedds the
translation of Holy Quran as blas-

phemy of Prophet Hazrar Moham

mad. (P'eace Be Upon Hun). The
answer s 'No. But o has happencd

i fhe gase of two Ahmadh teached
who woere nol o ondy charged winl
outrapgme the rehpgious feelings ol
thee Mushims bat also had 1

undergo legal ordeals before they
were granted Dol after remaining
LY e n

lairs  For sl

ahan
mianiths,

Khin Mohammad Laskant amd
Rabirp Abimad Naccem ol Deva Ghazi

Bhan rendored o Seraake tramshs
tion af the Telv Book tha Wals i
lished i London. Maulve Allal
Wasava, Amar ob the  Maglis
Khatam-i-Naboawwat an 1.0, Khain,
e anapphication to the Districe
AMagistrate on whose orders # case
ey Section 295A, PIPC idehibor:
ate andent ol outraginge religious
Fechimpes ) was registered by the Crry
1.0 Khan police on Oct 5, 1991,

el taken by the complaa
Al was “the Qadiam sect lollowers
hive Deen dechitved mmbidels bin
they dun’t sparce any occasion ol
hovtimp the veligious feelings ol the
Mushims. Now thev have attempred
d chriy conspiracy by rendermg
surdaik  transhation of Quran
Migeed™. The case was registered
against Khan Mohammad Laskani.

Laskam moved o pre-arrest banl
application before the Additional
Sessions  Judge which was kept
pending. Oa Jan 12, 1992, Ralig
Ahmad Nacem was arrested heing
the co-transkator, He filed a bl
application before a local magis-
trate which was still pending when
Charges under two more seclons
were added in the FIR wathout any
further evidence and change of cir-
CLUTESEAINCEN.

The charges added were under
295-B and 295-C, PPC, for defliling

and desecriting Holy Quran and
the Holy Prophet (Peuce Be Upon

Him Winle the semrence undes
SCCHON S0 A IS B Imax e umgps-
grmmie it of two vears, those in othes
twear Charges s Ide-term o and death,
respectively.

The Magistrate subseguently dis-
musscd the bhaad apphicaton on the
e i alrer the addition of
two more charges, the hearing ol
(hiee Bann) matter was no longer i his
jurisdiction. A this stage an appli-
cation of bail was Liled by Ralig
Ahmad Nacem with the Additional
Sessins Judee who was alresdy
hearmg the plea of pre-avrest bl
of K han Mohsunmad Laskan,

e Addinonal Sessions Judge
dhistmssed both the .i.li'l|]|i||:.'-i.l!|!ill-llh Al
January 30 and Khan Mobhammad
wias s arrested.

Fhe ADS ] wdpgement saad that
the tanshkition o verse Va Aane
'||'lr.|'IrI|'lFH'i'rI'-|'-|| YT, .-'rll'mrll-ll- ”.liHMH'H'
W iefoh s vendercd Dby the two wias
“Mohammad: none  among  you
mentmale has Tather.” Simialariy,
the inference drawn by the judge-
ment for the Seraika rranshiation of

V Velassar had been rendered as
iy thont the unitorm clad™ which
coterred 1o Mirza Ghadam Ahmad
e thus substituted the Prophet

(I"vace Be Upon Him). |
Bath the rransliators then Tiled

appeads at the Multan Bench of the

provale person was ot chpibbde o
pot o case registered ander Section
205-A P'IPC as i could onldv e done
under an order by the State.
As Tor two other sections, the
counsel pleaded thin they were not
attracted as they did not cover
translation of Holy Quran. He also
referred to the translatoen of the
same verses by Shah Rafi-wd-Din
Dehlve and contended  thar the
meanings were not different from
the Seraiki trapslatom,

The Thgh Court passced an order

ot el 26, 1002 dhat “darmge the
arptmenits of this case. the addi-
tronal Advecate-General  posnged
gt that ehaallan shall be subonred
poasitively by tomorrow, | wounld rel-
rain from cexpressing any opinion
on the merit of the case at this
stapee, so hat the same may nol
v luence the learned rial court
whitle decuhing the case,

“It is proper that anstead ol
crantmg bl 1o the petimoner ai
this staees the learned trud court s
divected to conclude the trad and

decide the case expeditunisly. The
learned el conrt s direcied o
comclude the case Defore Apral 27,
1992, positively and I he, Tor any
reason, s unable 1o do so. shall
release the petitoner on bail™

The two Ahmadis then [iled
leave o appeal in the Supreme
Court wherein a guestion  was
raised as to whether bail alter
arrest could be withheld as a result
the accused retained in detention
only on the ground that the pro-
secution had undertaken to submat
the challan within a stipulated
period.

They contended that the Thgh
Court had, by directing the trial
court that the trial be concluded by
a specific date and if not released
an bail, was virtually the acveep
tance of bail but the rehiefl was 1o be
given two months later,

The leave o appeal application
also mentioned that the Additional
Advocate-General appeared in the
court for the first time al the fag
end of the arguments on Feb 26
when the Court was  verbally
ohserving that it was a [it case o
further inguiry which meant thai
the offence was batlable. The pen-
alty of withholding of bail was
uncalled for particularly . when
there was o direction that the
petitioners would be released on
bail if trial was oot concluded by
then.

The Supreme Court observed,

wo lund consuderable mern i the

comte it ol the learned connsel

The Thebh Court should have dis:
posed of hatl application on mern
one wav or the other, Since there is
no order onmerit on the bail applhi-
vattion fram the Hhigh Court, we set
aside ovder dined Feb 26, 1992, and
roemand vhe bl apphcation for
hearmge and disposal on menit by

the High Court withan the shortest
possible vme™

Submeguently,  the  case  wils
heard by the Baboooe Thigh Court ar
Labore tsimce the learned judge
had been m Lahore) on April 21
and, deciding the case on merit,
allowed bail 1o both the petition-
ers) The judpement observed the
case was subject to further inguiry
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as had besn proved through evi
dence that the Secaitks transkation
of the Hely Quran was such as 1o
ditract the charges.

Lithore  Theh  Cowrt and were
argued before the court on Feb-
vitaiy 25 and 26, The minn conlen:
tion of the twanslators were that g
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