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3ishop airs |
case against
Virgin Birth

By Martin Wroe

THE BISHODP of Durham, Dr Da-
vid Jenkins, has reiterated lis
views that the Virgin Birth and
the Resurrcction of Jesus Chrislt
were nol historical events.

In an interview conducted by

Asked if the body of Jesus could
<till bhe discovered in-a Middle
Eastern tomb, the bishop said: *]
think so0.” And asked il he be-
liecved Jesus was born “withoul

the seed of an earthly [ather”, the . ’

bishop replicd: “No,” "’{,.L{L-f»(f.ﬁ,-—&o L{'(,‘"
D kins said that it might e -
r Jenkins said that it migh #Jj{iaﬁfw;-dr"ﬁ‘?ﬁfbf

not be better to be a Christizin
(han a lollower of Islam, depend-
g on “what is gomng on af i par-
Licular time.” When he east doubt
on the traditional Christian behel
in the unique importance of fth
in Christ for salvalion, Mr Rever-
end Calver threw a verse at him
[rom the Gospel of John: *1 am
the way, the truth and the life. No
one comes (o the I'ather bul

AL S w4

through me”. But the bishop was T e ] e T
unimpressed, claiming (hat John “ﬂdﬁ:é:r-{d- i:#".’,""i'ﬂ ‘ﬂ{’
said it, not Jesus. Q?fvfwuw}gﬁiﬁ
The interview, entitled “Heretic | © ¢ g 4 . I.-ri
or Ilely Man”, appears in the ‘é’? ﬂﬂrf""# w‘f—-’-“-‘r.. v
N Elyte Py

U8l Bl slus st ‘- ud

%-u,_.g,%ﬂ Upsel s e AL
p POl Enig i\

April cdition ol Alpha magazine
and was arranged after Dave Rob-
erts, the magazine's editor, de-
scribed Dr Jenkins last year as
“the unbelieving bishop ™.

It was in a television inlerview S o Rl
[or Easter in 1984, that the hishop | W}(J‘J ,!‘}"_5 '#“AEI-"-:E-"/‘?W
first publicly asscrted his doubts i g " v Tk
aver central Christian heliels. is (‘?’"“J) "2 UL{‘"‘ {E#’EEﬂ'Ts

PN p e

latest comments appear not o

have changed Mr Roberts' dim o
view of him. In an editorial, he de-
scribes the bishop as “undermin-

ing core beliefs about the Trin-

il}’”. |
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