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SASIR JAMAL
A VISIT 1o Chak sikandar 1 o
W revealed thal the Kharian
Police and district administraton
virtually stood paralysed as
seclarian- lension mounted and

then, on July 16, broke into open
violence. They seem to have been

frightened into inaclion even more
than the Ahmedis by militancy on
beth ends. The cloak their failure
they now claim the July 16 incident
to have been the resulls of
personal vendella while both the
parties themselves say that it was

a sectarian oulbreak from
heginning to end.
~Not only Lthat. The riols, which

look & loll of a Muslim and three
Ahmedis,including a minor girl,
were also self-confessedly
premeditated and were directed at
compelling the Qadianis o flee
their villages, and go oul of
Kharman Tehsil and Gujrat
Dstrict,

The Pakistan Times, Saturday. August 12, 1989

Chak Sikandar incident of July 16

Kharian police remained silent
spectators to riots

denouncing them in provocative Mushm youth, Ahmed Khan, was

anguage. The matter was again
anel dgain reported to high-ups of

[he the disirict

police and

admmnistralion, bhut no action was

laken. 1 15 that

alleged

Mohammad Amir even called for
sacrificing the -Ahmedis on the

occasion of Eid al-Azha. Even this,
it is said, did not move the police
1o look any preventive measures,
the Ahmedis said.

Later on, a case was registered

by Mohammad Amir against the
Ahmedis for having wrilten

Kalima on their doors. The

Ahmedis also said Lhat their
muallameen,, Velaval Khan and

Hameed Khan, were beaten up by
Amir and is followers in the |ast

week of June, but again no action
was laken. "Amir's provocalive

speeches continwed unchecked .

lhe Ahmedis charge.
Al the end of June and the
beginning of July, a compromise

Pir Mohammad Afzal Qadni,
General Secretary ol Jamaat

Khuddam-e- Rasool Ahle Sunnatl,
Pakistan, said as much without &

shade ol apology. ~We would have
elimnated Lhese kalirs from
Kharan and Gujratl had the police
not intervened . Pir Alzal
dieclared

LChak Mmkandar, barelvy lour
kilomelers Irom Kharian, was a
peaceiul small village of 2 500
people un'il & vear back. The two
mosques i the village were under
the commaon use of both Musiim
antd Ahmedis. Bxcepl for Juma
pravers, offered separately by the
Iwo commumtiies in the [wo

o

16 lasl.—PT photo,

solution was [ashioned by the
nolables of the area, including Lhe
chairman of the Dhoriz Union
Council and the lambardar. Both
the parties went lo the Assistan|

Lom . mssioner. Khanan, (o E"'&”?‘
him of the sulahnama and [0

withdrow their cases against each

other. Bul on July 3 only the

Ahmedis withdrew their cases,
those registered by Mohammad
Amir were reportedly nol
withdrawn

Given this background of
relations the police and districl
administration obviously needed
ta the extra vigdant, But after the
stulahnama they  apparently

._i_

The burnt hoirses ot Chak Sikandar (Kharian), guarded by police to save them from further damoye

shol dead by the Ahmedis which
provoked the Muslims not only of
(Chak Sikandar, but also those
from adjacent villages who had
started gathering, and then, as Pir
Mohammad Afzal Qadri put it,
halwa ho gava

“We could not control the mob
whose religious feelings had been
hurt by these kafirs he claimed
He also accused the Ahmedis of

being the first tostart the fires. He
alleged thit they sel three houses

of his brothers on fire, and then the
others retaliated by burning down
38 houses of the Ahmedis.
Camsters of kerosene ail, he said,
were [ound {rom the house of
Khalig, a prominent Ahmedi of
Chak Sikandar. The Muslim.
however, admilted to beating up
Muzaffar Ahmed before the riols

ensued

The Ahmdis deny having started
the riols. They add that Ahmed
khhan was killed by one of s own
companions with whom he had
fallen oul over the possession of &
sofa looted from the house of an

Ahmedi aller the riots had slarted.

Shaukat Al Rana., Depuly
Commussioner, put the blame on
the Ahmedis. He said that they,
though in a minorily, always
started the nots. He aiso claimed
that the outbreak wias suidden and
the admumisiraltion was laKen
UNaAWUres

Un the evenng of the incudent all
the Ahmedis were evacuated from
the village: However., even the
imjured were lefl o lend [or
themselves ot Khaman They were

6= 4
..- Ful¥

|
- _am L
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S19M0 2=, p

o

od. pi | s
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administration 15 siding with
Mohammad Amir and his
associates They said thal despite
repeated request, (rom them to
take action to restrain him, the
police has done nothing of the Kind
As proof of police partialily they
pointed to the facl Lhat they
arrested 16 Ahmedis, and only the
Ahmedis, on the charge of killing.

arson and loot.
The displaced Ahmedi families

have apparently lost not only their
houses but also everylhing else
they. had. Thev burnt houses,
which were now guarded by Lhe
police to protect whatever was Jeft
of it, had a haunted look. Not a
singie straw was apparently left in
them.

The police and district
adminisiration explain their
refusal to move against
Mohammad . Amir and his
associales by saying that they do
not wanl to create problems [or
themselves in the month of
Muharram. They are as aware as

anvone else of the public
statements of these gentlemen to

kill any Ahmedi who dared to
return, but they are unwilling 1o do
anvthing aboul it or even o starl
a proper investigation into the
rioling

The DC conceded Lhal
Mohammad Amir had become a
kind of ruler of Chak Sikandar
after the incident. The authorities
pamper him even Lhough Lhey

admil to s beang the cause of the

whule incident
The police cliams 1o have acled
promptiy - over outbreak bul

eive 4 haonfed look after the riods on Juls
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mosgues. all the other pravers
were held twice m each mosque,
once for Muslims and then for Lhe
Ahmedis. The reason for this

religious harmony among the
village's 500 families — aboul 135
i them belonging o Jamaal-e
Ahmedia — was probably the
biood relations that knit the two
groups logether Almost all of
them belonged lo the same

became everd more supine. No
measurcs o prevent any ugly
incidents were Laken

The district admimstration. the
Ahmedis and the Muslims give
dilferent versions of the riots
which started on July 16 and which
ended up by laking the lives of
saar Ahmad, 38, Rafig Ahmed.,
35, Nabila 10, and Ahmed Khan

The Ahmedis alleged that the

asked lo po o Gujral by

dctually i nicked ai 1he
themselves for medical qid i '

magnitude of L The S
The Civil Hespital in Kharian Hh:frmn told th:!ﬁhl.:;ﬂl*:{ “’T{j ?;ff!lrn.-.
was reportedly lold to treal only five policemen with him when lie
the Muslims. The police sources received inteligence about the
I.hnd! Hln‘: D gluﬁmjr !Ihlz-; by En:.'lﬂg incident. ““When we reached the
dl It Was done only to save the spol, firing was stepped’ .
In'{_h.-; of the Ahmedis L‘EJ!:I'H!E'{'. Eﬁl the :ﬁidﬂﬁﬁ of li‘::}
same government doctors were village alleged that firing  and
said lo have refused to treat arson continued till long after the

biradar: of Gujars,

The sitluation began to change

Une
Mohammad Amiar., a former

saoldier. who was ance an Ahmedi

some 10 months ago.

President of their Jamaat of Chak
sikandar, Master

of Mohammad Amir and then

himself but who renounced this scores of people not only from

faith aboul 17 years ago.
reportedly decided 1o launch o
campaign against the Ahmedis “'in

order to enforce the law of the
country , as he imsell declared

As a hrst step, he called lor the
lake-over of both the mosques by

the Mushms

The dispule over Lhe mosques
was referred lo the panchaval
which decided to give one of them
to the Muslims and the other Lo the.
Ahmedis, Bul Mohammad Amar
reporiedly refused to accepl the
award an sent applications (o
district administration. The later
dlso, however, upheld the decision
ol the panchayal.

The Ahmedis claim that. o
avod a clash they relingquished
their right to the mosque allotted
i them and handed poth the old -

Chak Sikandar, but also from
dadjacent villages, besieged the
village 1n groups of three's and
lours

According to one Ahmed;
woman, those people were armed
with guns and carried canisters ol
kerosene oll. After some time they
started setting the houses of the
Ahmedis on fire and shooting from
theéir guns.

A woman relative of the
deceased Nazir Ahmed alleged
that their houses were being looted
and children, women and men
were being shot -at indiscrimi

nately and ““We could do nothing

excepl run heller skeiter fo save
our hives'. A niece of Nazir Sagi
alleged thal Mohammad Amir

was behind the attack The
Ahmedi conceded the some of

them too took oul their guns, but

Muzaflar
Ahmed, was beaten up by some
young men belonging to the group

children and others who had arrival of the police : %
received huallet injuries. These had the next dﬂ}' OMICE and even on

later Lo be Laken Lo private clinics,

The evacuated families of the
Ahmedis were nol provided

shelter. lel alone compensation, it
wWis olaimed They
reportedly toreibly stopped from
returming (o their homes on the
ground that it would cauvse further
rrols falthough the DC and other
distriel offictals have conlinued Lo
deny thal the riols were
seclarian).

Indeed, Mohammad Amir and
Pir Mohammad Afzal Qadn, while
falking lto this correspondent,
openly threatened more killings
and arson il the Ahmed: lamilies
wiere ever allowed Lo return Lo the
village., They declared that no
Ahmedi would ever come hack.
excepl he who had first embraced
Islam they have reportedly even
iIssucd a ‘declaration form’ for
Lhose wino want Lo recant. Anyone
who wants to come back o the
viliage has 1o sign it. It 15 an
avowal of one's being a Muslim
The sister of deceased Nazir still

were

The SHO also claimed that
reinforcemenl of aboul S0
]J:EIIEEIE.'I'I'II:"II renched Lhe site o
LGujral and adjacent areas within
L minutes: An ASL Mohammad
Arf, contradicted the SHO s elaim
by saving thal reinforcements
arrived late in the evening. ' How

could police from Gujral arrive

within 10 minutes”"" he asked

He also conlirmed that incidenis

of arson and shooting continued
even after the arrival of police
The affected Ahmedi families
could only be evacuated lale in the
evemng, after the arrival of police
[rom adjacent police slations. he
said

It wasn | a surprise that no MNA
or MPA visited the (rouble-

siricken village, Due to the system
of separate electorate for the

minorities, no member of
legislalure considers minorities
his constituency,

The dsploved families of the
Ahmedis® have appealed f(or o
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mosques over to Mohammad Amir  contended that was only for seif-
and s group, and started defence ghe and the olhers were being
consirucling a new prayer house Vohammad Amir and his group harassed by Mohammad Amir

lur themselves, Bul, they alleged, pul the blame for igniling the riols The aggrieved Ahmedi Families
Alohammad Amir did not stop on the Ahmedis. They say that o allege that  the

living al Chak Sikandar said that judicial inquiry into the incident

They have demanded compensa-
Lion for their losses and asked [or

_ arrangements to enable them to X,
district return to their homes
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A COMPLETE RANGE OF DEEP FREEZERS
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