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MUSUM TEENSION ANMADITIA
' PROGRAMME TIMINGS

ASIA AND MIDDLE EAST
7.00 am to 7.00 pm [London, U.K.]

EUROPE
Monday to Thursday 1.30 pm to 4 pm’
Friday to Sunday 1.00 pm to 4 pm

TELEPHONE AND FAX NUMBERS FOR INFORMATION
COMM‘ENTS OR MESSAGE

Tel: + 44 - 81 - 870 0922 Fax: + 44 - 81 - 871 0684
LIVE TRANSMISSION FROM UNITED KINGDOM

Tilawat Manzoom Kalam Malfoozat
VARIETY OF PROBRAMMES INCLUDING
Maijlis Ifan  Speeches
Hazur replying to letters and messages of viewers
Satellite EUTELSATEF) | STATSIONAR 71 | STATSIONAR 4 GALAXY 2
Africa EastEssrn | Aficasad |  Caneds
e |
Position 16° Eaxt 103° East 14° West 74° West
Transponder 37 7 (C-Baad) 9 (C-Bead) 11
L_rr:_.ﬁ.__ 11575 Gi 3723 Mz 3SME | M|
eircular circuler
Format | 625 Lioes PAL | 625 Lisas PAL | 635 Lives PAL NTSC
—Colows Colowe | _ Colow
Avdio Sub-
Carriers — - — .
Urdu| _ 65)i% 63 Mz 63 Mia 62 MHz
| Ragih| T@Miz | 703 N 7.02 Miz
’——.ﬁu"""uoﬁ‘" 7.20 M¥iz 720 Miiz
~__Fresch| 1920k 792 Mtz 192 Mz
Timings 1330-1600 | 10.00-16/00 | 13.30-1430 | 1330-1430
| (Londen Thue) :

Redis = Short Wave Rand Radie, 5 Moter Band, Digital Frequency 11695,

Timings: 13.30 - 14.30 London Time
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" A COMMENT ON THE |

.On July 3, 1993, the Supreme

Court ..of Pakistan handed
down its verdict on
arisen out of

initiated by or against certain
individuals belonging to
Ahmadiyya community. The
question of law common to

Activities of the Qadiani
Group. Lahori Group and
Ahmadies (Prohibition and
Punishment) Ordinance, 1984]
is ultra vires the
Constitution.-"

Rather than strictly
scrutinising the ordinance and
its derivative laws
determine whether they were
offensive to the basic rights
guaranteed under the Article
20 of the Constitution of
Pakistan as the minority had
done, the majority veered out
of tracks of constitutional
issues and concluded that
Ahmadiyys practice of
Islamic religion is offensive
to all muslims and, thus, the
repugnant, unconscionable
and blatantly discrimi

laws to enforce Ordinance
No. XX which was enacted
by a tyrant and dictator do
not offend the basic human
rights guaranteed by the
constitution.

A half century ago, The
United States Supreme Court
decided Korematsu, the
infamous Japanese Exclusion
Case. This case involved a
post-Pearl Harbor military
order excluding all persons of
Japanese ancestry from
certain area of the West

* Coast, and resulting in their

effective imprisonment. The
order was applied against
citizen as well as non-citizen.
The Supreme Court upheld
the order. The majority
reasoned that there was a
compelling need to prevent
espionage and sabotage, and
that there was no practical
and sufficient rapid way for
the military to distinguish the
loyal from the disloyal.

Commentators have almost
universally scorned
Korematsu as one the worst
betrayals  of American 's
constitutional rights in the
Supreme Court's history. Few

years ago, the United State

Congress - officially

appeals” * apologised

iN THE CASE OF AHMADIS

IS THE SUPREME COURT OF PAKISTAN AN ARBITER OF CONSTITUTION
OR A LONG ARM OF RELIGIOUS FANATICS?

condemned and regretted the
enforcement of that order and
to affected
Japanese American and their
children for action taken by
the United States Government

allocated funds to compensate
those who were affected by
that order

Justice Jackson, a dissenter in
Korematsu, suggested that the
order was based at least in
part on racial prejudice when
he pointed out that no attempt
was made anywhere in the
United States to exclude
German or Italian aliens.
However, in Pakistani case,
one can-argue that not only
the Ordinance and the
derivative laws are oppressive
but certain parts of the

judgment are unjust and

blatantly

discriminatory as a result of
Justice's personal prejudice
rather than their legal analysis
and logical reasoning. The
majority has terribly failed to
follow the well established
sound principles
interpretation of constitution
laid down by the same court
earlier in its 1957 decision in,
Jibindra Kishore's case.
Where the Court had stated:

The very conception of a
_ fundamental right is that it
bemgaqghtguatanteedby
the constitution cannot be

taken away by law and it is

not only inartistic but a fraud

on the citizens, for maker of
the constitution to say that the -
right is fundamental but it

may be taken away by law ...

.The constitution should

receive a liberal interpretation

in favour of citizen especially

with respect to those

provisions which were "
designed to safeguard

freedom of conscience and

worship,

In the present case at bar, the

certify question before the

Court was not to determine’
the religious belief of
Ahamdis and to declare them

muslim or non muslims.

Nonetheless, the majority

took it as if it was called

upon to decide that particular
issue. Writing for majority,

Justice Chaudhry condemned
the Ahatdiyya faith, fired

vicious and cheap ugly shots

of

at the founder of the religion

and ridiculed him by as kalma, azan and masjid to the

depicting some

from his book to boost his
view on Islam. As Justice
observed:

mother and his family
(citation omitted). Can any
muslim utter any thing
against Quran and can anyone
who does so claim to be
muslim? How can then Mirza

Ghulam Ahmed or his-

followers claim to be

Muslim? It may also be noted

here that, for his above

writings, Mirza Sahib could

have been convicted and '
punished, by

Court, For the
blasphemy, under :
Blasphemy Act, 1679, with

the term of imprisonment.

Moreover, the

granted the use of word such

only muslims exclusively by
labeling them as patents or

trade marks of Islam, thus,

making it property which can

Court has correctly stated that
the religious rights are not
absolute,. as it has been
observed by the highest
Courts of other nations.
However, unlike Pakistan
Supreme Court, the United
States Supreme Court have
been applying this principle
cross the border to all the
religions regardless of their
size and belief, and whether it
offended the feeling of any
particular sect or religion.
The Korematsu's decision and

Pakistan Supreme Court
decision in the case of

leges. Both decisions upheld

e ord
based on racial prejudice and
on religious prejudice
respectively. After
considering totality of
circumstances

under which both decisions
‘were made, this commentator
concludes that Pakistan
Supreme Court decision in
the case’ iS scores a
landslide vi for the worst

rotten stinking egg.

S. Aftab Sharif

Attorney at Law

Note: This commentator does
not belong to Ahmadiyya
Community, and does not
have enough knowledge of
this particular sect and
therefore has no comments on

- majority Ahmadis smell like rotten Ahmadiyya religious belief
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